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Introduction  

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Michael Smith. I am an Ohio 
resident almost the entirety of my life. I grew up in rural farm country in northwest Ohio 
to now I am currently residing here in Columbus. I work here in downtown Columbus in 
the technology industry. I hold an MBA with a concentration in leadership from Defiance 
College, various software engineering degrees and certifications, A Master of Science in 
Cyber Security from Franklin University, and Masters of Cannabis from CTU online. I, 
like many of my fellow Americans, do not have a lot of faith that any perspective or 
values we share with our elected officials on this matter, or any matter are ever truly 
heard or taken into consideration. However, on the matter of HB160 I could not sit idly 
by and allow this to go through without trying to have my voice heard and the voice of 
my fellow Ohioans heard. A 2023 Pew research study found that 85% of Americans said, 
“most elected officials don’t care what people like us think”. This bill is a prime example 
of why people feel this way. I do not understand why in the state of Ohio our legislative 
body repeatedly opposes the will of the people, the same people who elected them into 
office to protect their rights and respect their wishes.  

The passage of issue 2 was voted on by the citizens of this state in an overwhelming 
majority. Issue 2 was not perfect and had opportunities for improvement. However, this 
bill does not address those areas and aims to override the will of the voters. Instead of 
addressing workplace protections and security, improving market access, and removing 
barriers to entry for your constituents, you have chosen to craft a bill that aims to harm 
this state and its citizens. This bill only benefits a specific corporate agenda of greed and 
market manipulation. HB160 also recriminalizes cannabis in a manner that will negatively 
impact the entire state and have larger impact on our underrepresented and 
marginalized communities.  

We voted to treat cannabis like alcohol yet we are still treating it like a dangerous 
controlled substance. A substance that no one can even point to why it’s bad except for 



that Nancy Reagan told us it was 40 years ago. We can all have a drink with friends after 
work, a glass of bourbon or wine and not have to worry about being fired or losing your 
kids over it. You have had years to institute protections for medical patients and have 
yet to do so, you should be ashamed of this fact. I stand here before you today with a 
career I love and a fantastic job. A job that I risk losing just for giving testimony. That 
should not ever be a choice a citizen in this state has to make. Use our democratic 
system and potentially lose your job. It is a ridiculous notion that this scenario exists at 
all. You all love taking our tax revenue yet offer no anti-discrimination policies which 
exist in 24 other states. States such as Pennsylvania and West Virginia have anti-
discrimination policies for medical patients. I believe it was Representative Synenberg 
who accurately identified the only reason the Chamber of Commerce wants their 
language in the bill is to ensure companies have another avenue to not have to pay 
unemployment benefits. Employers will exploit that system to their advantage.  

Einstein once said: “If he only had an hour to solve a problem, I’d spend 55 minutes 
thinking about the problem and five minutes thinking about the solution”. That is 
something I stress with my team at work when they are proposing a solution. I ask, “what 
is your problem statement?” I fail to see what problem we are trying to solve with this 
bill. The only problem statement I can fathom is that the large cannabis companies asked 
you to stop their competition because they are unable to compete with tier 2 & 3 
markets.  

Saying this is to protect children is an absolute gaslighting farce. I could find no evidence 
of anyone ever overdosing on cannabis. Even the DEA website state that no one has 
died from cannabis. However, Children die every year from firearms, opioids, neglect, car 
crashes, illness, food allergies. I do not see you hauling Reese’s in here asking why their 
packaging is targeting children with peanut allergies. Stop using our children as 
propaganda and let us talk about what your real reasons and real solutions. Do not try 
and punish an entire industry and community because some people are bad parents and 
children have gotten ahold items, they should not have access to. Deal with bad parents.  

Home Cultivation 

I could discuss the education opportunities for everyone here on why plant count should 
be increased and not lowered. Or move away from plant count and move to a square 
footage measurement. Plant count does not always equal final product weight increase. 
THC percentages do not equate in the same manner as alcohol percentages. Cannabis 
vegetative stage vs flower stage is vitally important differentiator that needs to be 
clarified in the statute. Instead, I would encourage this group to form an advisory group 
to help all of you with the horticultural properties, growing methods, and breeding 



methods of cannabis. You are also all invited over to my home grow at any time see 
firsthand and ask any questions. I am sure many of the home growers submitting 
testimony would also be open to that. However, I want to focus on the transfer of plant 
material as it relates to HB160. 

I have an adult son with Crohn’s who holds an Ohio medical cannabis card. He comes to 
visit, or I go visit him and I transfer home grown cannabis that helps him live his life while 
living with his debilitating disease. You want to criminalize that? I had a neighbor who 
texted me at 11pm saying his wife has a bad migraine and asks if I able to help them out. 
He stopped over; I gave him a handful of an indica dominant strain she preferred. No 
money exchanged hands, because that is what you do, you help your neighbors. I ran 
into an Elderly gentleman who sitting on his rollator at the local hydroponic shop. We 
started chatting and he pulls out a bag of his home-grown cannabis, grabs a fat bud of 
flower and says “here, check out this strain and see how it does for you for your chronic 
pain.” I pulled out a bag of my cannabis and explained this is what works well for me, he 
asked if he could have some and I said of course and let him take whatever he wanted 
from the bag. No quid pro quo, he did not even know I had any cannabis on me, but it 
was two individuals discussing medical care and love for gardening, and now you want to 
criminalize that? We voted for transfer without renumeration. Simple and clear. 

Access to quality genetics is also vitally important. We swap genetics without 
renumeration all the time. This allows people to breed, growers to find sought after 
phenotypes, or just try something new.  

I easily see a scenario where one person in a group of individuals sitting on a front porch 
asks his friends if they want to smoke a joint. He hands his friend a bag of cannabis to 
roll a joint. Now there is probable cause to arrest and kick down doors just because an 
officer witnessed the transfer of plant material. This and much worse will come from this 
bill.  

Recriminalization & Public Consumption 

The punishments set forth in this bill are excessive. On public consumption I have heard 
many complaints about the smell. There is something to be noted that Cannabis is so 
stigmatized that we have trained our minds and bodies to associate that smell with 
something bad. Unconscious bias exists for cannabis as well as many parts of our society. 
I have to walk through cigarette and Cigar smoke all the time, and it is just something we 
have to deal with. DORA zones exist all around this city where we enjoy intoxicating 
beverages in public areas. However, you want to ban all public consumption of cannabis. 
You also do not allow for any cannabis lounges like you do with Alcohol or cigars. You 



can pull up Google maps while in the statehouse and just type in “Bar” and you phone 
will immediately look like it has measles, yet the law does not allow for an establishment 
to have a proper cannabis lounge. I had the pleasure of visiting a Cannabis lounge 
recently in St. Thomas and it was a thriving business providing jobs and revenue to the 
local community. The only lounge option Ohioans have is to rent a warehouse where 
people can hang out and consume, but you cannot sell anything, you cannot share your 
own product because you now want to make that illegal. It would be a warehouse of 
people just smoking a joint and leaving. No one wants to do that.  

Illicit Market 

Upon doing many long hours of research I discovered that the illicit cannabis market 
existed prior to the passage of issue 2. Cannabis has been illegal federally for 87 years. 
For 87 years the war on cannabis has failed. This is similar to why alcohol prohibition 
failed. Prohibition on alcohol and cannabis are synonymous in the unintended 
consequences which you seem to be trying to relive today. You are attempting to 
institute the same types of failed policies that only benefit the bank accounts of big 
Cannabis, our Tier 1 vertically integrated license holders, and the members and political 
arm of OHCANN. These policies will fail and do nothing besides hurt the cannabis 
industry. Increase crime rates and do profound economic impact across the state. If I 
were to teach an undergraduate class on how to destroy an industry, I would pull out the 
Ohio Cannabis policies as the textbook.  

Ohio is in a unique position to capitalize from the advantages from states that preceded 
us in legalization as well as our neighboring country to the north. A recent report out of 
Canada states that 72% of consumers prefer dispensary purchases due to the safety and 
security of the product. This comes from a country where a medical patient has an 
almost unlimited growing plant count while in flower. They also properly classify flower 
versus vegetative stages. The difference is the variety and options in the Canadian 
cannabis market. It is not just a couple of people producing mediocre products like we 
have in Ohio. If you want to kill the illicit market, I mean really kill it, give them the 
opportunity to be part of the market. You have helped setup and structure an oligopoly 
and now want to further strengthen that oligopoly with this bill.   

As an analogy, think of our Tier1 and some of our Tier 2 companies as the Michelob ultra 
of the cannabis industry. Michelob ultra is a widely popular beverage and was the 
number one draft beer. However, like Chief Justic Kavanaugh, I like beer and prefer 
something that tastes good. I like brands such as  Seventh Son, Barleys Brewing, Land 
Grant Brewing. Those would equate to a tier 3 craft cannabis company. There will 
always be a place for Michelob ultra, and their sales prove that. However, the craft 



brewers are thriving and provide jobs, revenue, and vibrant communities. What you all 
have codified already and are attempting to strengthen further is allowing Michelob ultra 
to be the sole manufacturer, producer, and distributor for all beer. They get to set the 
price, and market their products before they market everyone else. It is the polar 
opposite of a capitalist free market. There is a reason vertical integration is not 
widespread in every industry. It does not make sound business sense to do so. The 
inefficiencies alone make it not a worthy investment. However, if you control the entire 
market you can afford to eat the cost of inefficient stages of your product lifecycle. In 
short, they are not good at selling cannabis and the voters are paying for it.  

Conclusion 

Senator Huffman stated that there is no way of knowing why people voted for issue 2 
and what was important to them. I think that talking to your constituents would be a 
straightforward way to ascertain that information. However, Senator Huffman, I believe, 
is just trying to capitalize on his last term to his own benefit and I do not believe he cares 
about anyone’s perspective that is not actively lobbying his interests. Senator Huffman 
stated on 4/30/2025 that he believes in deregulation after big cannabis and investors 
get their money. Does this mean that we need outside investors to get richer and take 
the money out of Ohio before you start to care about its citizens and small businesses? 
Senator Cirino believes the overwhelming majority of the state makes dumb decisions. 
Representative Stewart seemed focused on just ensuring we punish people as the main 
driver when you introduced HB160. Is this how all of you view the voters in Ohio? As 
people who are dumb, do not know what they voted for, and need to be punished?  

There are people in this room and community who have a scientific brilliance that is 
astounding. Yet they cannot get into the industry to share their expertise and products 
because the barriers to entry are too high. This is not just the illicit consumable product 
market but also processing, testing, and genetic sourcing. I must have missed a memo, 
but when did our republican party move away from deregulation and free markets? Sixty 
percent of the voters in Ohio approved of this. This may lead you to say that 40% do not 
care and you can most likely still get away doing whatever you want. However, there is 
something tied to this bill that 100% of Ohioans do care about and will show back up to 
the polls for, and that is jobs. This bill is a job killer, pure and simple. It was estimated 
that after the passage of issue two it had the potential to create up to 50,000 new jobs. 
This bill kills that. The tier 3 market will drive additional needs for testing, packaging, 
processing, and ancillary business that will create 10’s of thousands of additional jobs 
and revenue. You aim to kill an industry, eliminate new jobs, and decrease existing jobs 
in the cannabis industry. The state gave so much money and breaks to Intel on the 
potential to create 3000 new jobs and now no one can even guarantee that will happen. 



Intel was only 3000 jobs in a specific location. Expanding the cannabis industry brings 
jobs to all over the state where they are needed.  

Thank you. I am happy to answer any questions. 

 


