Ashley Mosby

154 E. Aurora Rd., PMB 215
Northfield, OH 44067
Ashley.mosby@dopectfo.us
216-446-7866

May 5, 2025

Ohio House of Representatives
77 S High St
Columbus, OH 43215

Dear Members of the Ohio House of Representatives,

I am writing to express my firm opposition to House Bill 160, particularly due to its removal of
the social equity and jobs program that was included in the original language of Ohio’s voter-
approved marijuana legalization law.

Ohio voters made it clear in passing Issue 2 that they want a legal cannabis system that includes
opportunity, fairness, and restorative justice. The social equity and jobs program was not an
afterthought—it was a foundational piece of that vision. It was designed to help those most
harmed by past marijuana prohibition enter and thrive in the legal cannabis industry, while also
investing in job creation and training for underserved communities.

By removing the social equity program, HB 160 undermines the will of the voters and
ignores the historic injustices caused by unequal enforcement of marijuana laws.
Communities—especially communities of color—have borne the brunt of cannabis-related
arrests and incarceration. Eliminating the equity program removes a pathway toward addressing
that harm and building a more inclusive and economically diverse industry.

Furthermore, Ohio stands to lose out on the long-term economic and social benefits of
empowering entrepreneurs from underrepresented backgrounds. States that have prioritized
equity in cannabis licensing have seen gains not just in fairness but in innovation, job creation,
and community reinvestment. HB 160 moves Ohio in the opposite direction. I know people are
so quick to remove all “DEI” efforts but understand that DEI initiatives are not just ethical
imperatives—they are strategic advantages that drive innovation, foster resilience, and fuel
economic growth. By embracing diverse perspectives and ensuring equitable opportunities, we
create environments where creativity thrives, collaboration flourishes, and all individuals have
the chance to contribute their best. This inclusive approach doesn't merely reflect our values as
Ohioans; it propels our collective success, making our communities more vibrant and our
businesses more competitive. Just take a look at the success of our Midwest counterparts
(Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, and Missouri), all of whom have upheld their social equity
programs despite the tone from our current federal administration.

I strongly urge you to amend HB 160 to restore the social equity and jobs program and to
uphold the promise Ohioans voted for. Our cannabis policy should not only be safe and
regulated—but also just and equitable.



Thank you for your time and service.

Sincerely,

A. Moab

Ashley Mosby
Resident, Business Owner, and Advocate



