
​
Hello members of the committee,​
​
Thank you for allowing me to testify. My name is Anthony D. Riley. I am the founder of Ohio 
Cannabis Live and the Ohio Cannabis Expo. I'm a disabled small business owner, a traumatic 
brain injury survivor, and a long-time advocate for Ohio's cannabis community. My mission 
is to unite us, find common ground, and strengthen Ohio's legal cannabis program and 
community.​
​
I am here today to testify in opposition to Ohio House Bill 160.​
​
Let me outline the main reasons why I oppose this bill:​
​
1. New penalties for cannabis transportation: These penalties will frustrate voters and 
continue to push consumers toward Michigan's cannabis market, where affordable, quality 
products are available-something Ohio still struggles to provide.​
​
2. Employment restrictions: This bill could block people from unemployment benefits 
simply for using cannabis.​
​
3. Landlord eviction powers: Allowing landlords to evict tenants over cannabis use risks 
creating a housing crisis for millions of Ohio renters who consume cannabis legally.​
​
4. Restrictions on sharing and use: If people can't consume at home-and sharing at a friend's 
house becomes illegal-where are they supposed to consume safely?​
​
5. Elimination of key funds: This bill would dismantle both the equity fund and the 
community fund, which are essential to making Ohio's cannabis program fair and inclusive.​
​
Now, let me offer my suggestions and solutions:​
​
- Engage with the community: I invite you to attend my cannabis town hall today at 4:30 PM 
at the Columbus Metropolitan Library to hear directly from voters, patients, and business 
owners.​
​
- Medical protections: Medical cannabis should be tax-exempt to reduce the financial burden 
on patients.​
​
- Law enforcement training: Police need updated training to stop targeting cannabis 
consumers and instead educate them about compliance with the law.​
​
- Expungement program: Ohio needs a statewide expungement program funded by cannabis 
tax revenue to clear the records of those harmed by outdated cannabis laws.​



​
- Advertising fairness: Smoke shops should not be allowed to advertise themselves as 
dispensaries or mislead consumers into thinking they are licensed dispensaries. Misleading 
signs like "no medical card needed" are common at these fake dispensaries and cause 
confusion. Meanwhile, real licensed dispensaries face strict advertising rules. This 
imbalance is unfair and must be addressed.​
​
- Hemp product regulation: Hemp drinks and other products need clear education, licensing, 
and enforcement. Gas stations should not be selling hemp products unless their employees 
are properly trained on cannabis laws.​
​
- Home grow rights: We advocate that the legal plant count remain at 12 plants per 
household, with consideration for medical patients to be allowed to grow more. There 
should also be affordable access to licensed Ohio testing labs for home growers who choose 
to test their cannabis. While not a requirement, this option would empower consumers and 
create a new revenue stream for labs and the state.​
​
- Consumption lounges and tourism: Ohio must seriously consider cannabis tourism and 
events that attract visitors. People who legally purchase cannabis here need a safe, legal 
place to consume it. New policies that support cannabis-friendly tourism and consumption 
spaces will be essential if Ohio wants to compete with other states and strengthen its 
cannabis economy.​
​
In closing, I urge you to listen to the real concerns and solutions that Ohio voters, patients, 
and small business owners like me are offering. Let's work together to create a stronger, 
fairer, and more competitive cannabis program that makes Ohio a true leader-not just in 
sports, but in legal cannabis too.​
​
Thank you for your time and consideration. I hope to see you at the town hall later today.​
 


