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Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 
Thank you for allowing me to speak in opposition to House Bill 160 and all related bills that 
undermine Issue 2, which Ohio voters overwhelmingly passed to legalize cannabis. The people 
spoke. Loudly.  
 
My name is Rodney Hennessey, but most people know me as Rodney Hash on social media. 
I’ve worked across every part of the cannabis industry for four years—from cultivation and 
extraction to retail—and I now help lead the Ohio Cannabis Consumer Coalition, as such I 
represent voters from across the political spectrum who cannot be here. This isn't a partisan 
issue. We asked for progress—not more prohibition. 
 
Issue 2 is a strong compromise for decriminalization, jobs, and social equity. Bills like HB 160 
roll back our rights, protect monopolies, and hurt the vulnerable—our elderly, farmers, and 
communities. Why are you rewriting the will of the people? 
 
First, these bills harm elderly and medical patients. By limiting licenses and allowing overpriced, 
near-expired medical products for recreational use, you drive up costs. The elderly woman on 
Social Security, struggling with pain, can’t afford her medicine or drive to Michigan’s competitive 
market. A caregiver program and open licensing would lower prices and help patients, not the 
“black market”. 
 
Second, these bills hurt farmers. Hemp is a regulated crop that rotates well with corn and 
soybeans in Ohio’s fields. It could create jobs and be used to clean up areas like East Palestine. 
Instead, you’re stifling innovation with vague laws that confuse safe thca hemp with synthetic 
cannabinoids. If you’re truly concerned about kids, don’t impose a blanket ban—add an age 
restriction, like we do for tobacco or alcohol. 
 
Third, do you think voters are stupid? Senator Jerry Cirino implied as much on April 17. Ohioans 
read and supported Issue 2, rejecting a flawed medical program mocked with silly as the “Ohio 
tenth.” You claim to consult experts, but no expert measures cannabis by the “joint”. We use 
grams or ounces per plant, talk to real experts like many of those at the Cannabis Museum in 
Athens, the people at Appalachian Girls, and those of us in the Ohio Cannabis Consumer 
Coalition. 
 



Finally, why block economic growth and equity? Social equity funds sit unused when they 
should expunge records, support schools and libraries, and help communities harmed by the 
war on cannabis. A free market creates jobs, not just in cannabis but in ancillary businesses like 
Grove Bags, who's owner is from Cleveland creates a product that is an industry standard.   
I don't get it, while the federal government pardons figures like Ross Ulbricht, Ohio threatens to 
recriminalize someone for smoking a joint on their porch. It’s hypocrisy. 
 
I’m tired of being labeled a criminal for a plant. Voters demand progress: new licenses, 
farmer-friendly rules, and an end to prohibition. Please contact those of us at the Ohio Cannabis 
Consumer Coalition to improve Ohio’s cannabis industry together. 
 
Thank you for your time. 
Rodney “Hash” Hennessey  
 


