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Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee:
Thank you for the opportunity to testify today.

I’m James Powers—Army veteran, medically retired, father, advocate, and Ohio voter.
I’ve been called everything from a patriot to a pothead, sometimes in the same breath.
And I show up anyway—because public service should mean listening to the public, not
rewriting what they said after the ink dries.

Next week marks 11 years since I survived a suicide attempt while serving in the Ohio
Army National Guard. I don’t share that for sympathy—I share it for context. I’'m alive
today because I got help, I found purpose, and yes, cannabis played a role in that healing.
For me—and for many others—it’s more than a plant. It’s been a bridge back to life.

So when I see suicide statistics weaponized to justify restricting cannabis in proponent
testimony, I don’t just disagree—I take it personally.

HB 160 is not a fix. It’s a legislative do-over with a side of moral panic. A full repeal and
replacement of what Ohio voters approved—something stricter, meaner, more corporate,

and less fair. This bill doesn’t regulate cannabis better. It sabotages the will of the people.
Here’s just a sample:

- Redefines federally legal hemp as marijuana (Sec. 3780.01(H), 3780.25)

- Imposes unscientific THC limits despite no overdose risk (Sec. 3780.20(A))

- Repeals the Cannabis Social Equity and Jobs Program (entirely omitted)

- Criminalizes personal sharing and home grow (Sec. 2925.01, 2925.11)

- Redirects tax revenue away from voter-approved community reinvestment (Sec.
3780.19)

- Expands employment and zoning restrictions with no clear health justification (Sec.
4112.02(N), 3780.21(C))

This isn’t “regulatory clarity.” It’s political logrolling. It touches criminal law, labor
rights, zoning, taxation, and judicial policy—all in one bill. That’s a likely violation of
Article 11, Section 15(D) of the Ohio Constitution. The Supreme Court has struck down
laws for less in Sheward and Hinkle.



And let’s not pretend this is new. After Prohibition, alcohol policy was carved out to
benefit the well-connected. The rest? Locked out, priced out, or criminalized. HB 160
follows the same playbook.

You say: “If it gets you high, it should be sold through a dispensary.” Okay. Then why
can [ buy 12% ABYV seltzers at the gas station? Why can Welch’s sell fruit snacks for kids
and alcohol to adults under the same brand without triggering a legislative meltdown?

The truth is, we don’t have a cannabis regulation problem. We have a double standard
problem.

And this isn’t theoretical—it’s still happening. In August 2024, FOX 8 reported on an
Ohio man whose home was raided despite believing he was operating within the law. No
charges. Just stigma, fear, and state-sanctioned humiliation.

Meanwhile, Ohio’s medical marijuana program—your baseline model—has been a mess
from day one. A 2021 OSU report showed Ohio patients paid nearly $1,000 more
annually than those in Michigan. The Auditor of State flagged dozens of failures in
oversight and access. By December 2023, 6,000 patients left the program in one month
due to price and access breakdowns.

The system you want to expand—METRC’s tracking—is now named in a federal lawsuit
by a former executive alleging the company failed to prevent illegal sales. No ruling yet,
but the cloud of doubt is real. And you want to make that the gold standard?

If this bill were truly about public health and safety, I’d expect to see similar urgency
behind regulating alcohol and firearms—two industries responsible for far more harm in
both lives and public dollars than cannabis ever has.

According to the CDC, alcohol contributes to over 140,000 deaths each year in the
United States, including more than 4,000 deaths annually in Ohio alone from
alcohol-related liver disease, impaired driving, and violent behavior. Meanwhile, the
firearm fatality rate in Ohio rose to 15.2 per 100,000 residents in 2021, exceeding the
national average. Firearms are a leading cause of death for children and teens in this
country—yet there’s no legislation before this committee today proposing a ban on
high-capacity magazines, warning labels, or safe storage zones for guns.

Cannabis, by contrast, is not linked to any recorded fatal overdoses in U.S. public health
data. And yet here we are—debating THC caps and packaging regulations as though
cannabis poses the greatest public threat in the state.

If this committee truly cared about public health, we’d be having this conversation about
alcohol deaths at football tailgates or the marketing of guns to youth. Instead, we’re here
entertaining the idea that fruit-themed vape packaging is a step too far.



That’s not public policy. That’s political theater.

Let’s call this what it is: protectionism, not public safety. HB 160 is built to benefit large,
well-capitalized operators at the expense of legacy growers, small businesses, home
cultivators, and patients.

The bill’s supporters claim it enhances workplace protections and ensures tax money is
responsibly spent. But workers are already protected under existing law—and redirecting
cannabis revenue from community programs into the General Fund is not accountability.
It’s a bait-and-switch.

They tout expungement while creating new criminal penalties. They claim to protect
children, but cite non peer-reviewed data. In fact, the Massachusetts Cannabis
Commission found no conclusive link between THC limits and public health outcomes.

This is culture war policy disguised as public health. It’s driven by stigma, not science.

You don’t have to like cannabis. But you do have to respect the 57% of voters—including
veterans, parents, seniors, and folks from red and blue counties—who passed Issue 2. As
one Senator said, “I think the voters got it wrong. It was one of the dumbest decisions our
voters have ever made.” That’s not leadership. That’s contempt.

I’ll close by saying what I said when I testified against SB 56: You’re probably going to
pass something anyway. But so are we. The voters. The patients. The ones who show up,
even when it feels pointless.

I speak for the trees. And the people. And all the Ohioans who deserve more than a
legislative bait job disguised as reform.

Vote no on HB 160. Let what the people planted grow.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. James “Just A Veteran” Powers
Veteran | Advocate | Ohio Voter
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In person Remarks:

Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee—

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. My name is James Powers. I’'m an Army
veteran, medically retired, a father, an advocate, and an Ohio voter. I’ve submitted
detailed written testimony, but I want to offer a few key points in person.

Let’s be clear: HB 160 is not a fix. It’s a full-scale repeal and replacement of what Ohio
voters approved. And what replaces it? A more punitive, more corporate, less fair system
that criminalizes home grow, repeals social equity programs, and redirects tax dollars
away from the communities voters wanted them to serve.

This bill reclassifies federally legal hemp as marijuana. It caps THC with no scientific
foundation. It bundles criminal law, employment law, zoning, and taxation into one
bloated bill—raising serious constitutional concerns under Ohio’s single-subject rule.

But beyond the legal mechanics—this bill is full of contradictions.

If this were truly about public safety, we’d be sitting in a hearing on alcohol or firearms.
But we’re not. Why not?

We hear cannabis branding “targets children,” but look around: Welch’s sells fruit snacks
for kids and hard seltzers for adults—under the same brand. No outrage. No hearings. But
cannabis? Suddenly it's a crisis.


https://ohiochannel.org/video/ohio-senate-general-government-committee-3-19-2024

That’s not safety—that’s stigma. That’s the double standard people like me have been
living under for years.

Let me give you a real-world example: In August, FOX 8 reported on an Ohio man
whose home was raided over cannabis. No charges. But the fear and humiliation? That
damage was done. Stories like that are why voters passed Issue 2 in the first place.

And now the same state system that’s overcharged patients and lost 6,000 medical users
in one month wants to run adult-use? METRC—the state’s tracking vendor—is under
federal scrutiny in a whistleblower lawsuit for allegedly failing to catch illegal diversion.
Are we prepared to talk about that?

I’m not here to argue cannabis is perfect. I’'m here to say HB 160 isn’t the solution.

Thank you for your time—and I welcome your questions.
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