Saraquoia Bryant

President, Cool Digs Inc

596 E State St

Athens, Ohio 45701

5 May 2025

To:

The Honorable Jim Thomas, Chair, House Judiciary Committee , Ohio House of Representatives,

Vice Chairman Matheus, and Members of the Committee,

Dear Honorable Members of the Ohio General Assembly:

I am the president of Cool Digs Inc, indoor gardening supply business in Athens, Ohio. We strongly oppose House Bill 160.

First, please consider the impact on small businesses like mine. Cool Digs sells specialized equipment—LED grow lights,
ventilation systems, hydroponic tanks, soil, nutrients, and other garden supplies—that home gardeners need in their greenhouses
and home spaces to grow herbs, vegetables, and yes, even cannabis. The legalization of adult-use cannabis under Issue 2 created
a new and vital market for these products. Many of our customers have taken up indoor gardening to extend the growing season
through Ohio’s long winters, to grow fresh food, and to cultivate cannabis responsibly at home. Revenue from these sales
supports our store, helps us employ local residents, and contributes to the economic vitality of our small city. Athens County is
one of the poorest in the State, and businesses here have struggled for years. We recently closed our second location, due to
economic challenges in our dilapidated uptown business district. Cannabis legalization gave us hope that a carefully regulated
market could bring jobs and business to our community. By undercutting that market, HB 160 would deal a serious blow to local
retailers like mine, just as we are beginning to rebuild. By not allocating the taxes collected from Adult use sales, this legislature
not only neglects the will of the voter, but strips the community of promised, and much needed resources that we voted for.

Culturally, gardening is part of who we are in Athens. Many families in our area have a tradition of nurturing plants — from
family gardens and community vegetable patches to innovative indoor farms. Issue 2 was fully understood and embraced by
Ohio voters, including in Athens. We voted it in with 57% support because we knew exactly what it said: adults age 21+ can
grow up to 12 marijuana plants per household and can share up to 2.5 ounces with another adult, without sale. Our neighbors
talked about home cultivation openly and joyfully before the vote, and we voted FOR the right to grow and share, just as we do
with garden vegetables and flowers. It is frankly hurtful and disrespectful for legislators to claim that Ohioans didn’t know what
we were voting for. We did understand, and we demanded the freedom to responsibly grow our own plants, without fear of
criminalization.

House Bill 160, however, chips away at those promises. While it claims to preserve the “core” of Issue 2, it actually introduces
new penalties and reversals that undermine the people’s decision. For example, HB 160 would make it harder for small growers
and home cultivators by eliminating the new Level III cultivator licenses and equity programs that Issue 2 promised. In effect, it
replaces hands-on community growers with big companies and takes away the modest cannabis reinvestment funds that were
supposed to help cities like Athens and communities impacted by prohibition. It caps the number of dispensaries and reduces
THC limits, changes the way tax revenue is shared, and adds penalties for innocent behavior (like having a plant outside of an
apartment or a small amount in a car). These steps would divert much-needed cannabis tax dollars away from our local budgets
and toward the state general fund, while giving law enforcement new charges that cost our county money. The changes in HB
160 amount to overriding or redirecting much of what Ohio voters approved. It is a betrayal of the democratic process for the
legislature to strip away these provisions that were voted on by the people themselves.

Importantly, the fears that some have voiced — that legal cannabis would flood our hospitals or overwhelm our police — simply
have not come true in Athens. Since sales began in August 2024, our emergency rooms have not seen spikes in cannabis-related
injuries or poisonings. In fact, anecdotal feedback from local medical staff and law enforcement is that responsible adults are
handling legalization well. People who have been using cannabis for years are now doing so legally and safely at home, rather
than sneaking around. We have a strong tradition of private land ownership here and folks prefer to consume quietly in their own



spaces. There is no evidence that our community is experiencing a marijuana-driven crime wave or public health crisis. Instead,
I see neighbors growing plants in their basements and attics with pride, tending them like tomatoes or basil, without causing
problems.

Cannabis consumers and home-growers have long been a part of Ohio life — in cities and small towns alike. Many of us, from
veterans to seniors, to working-class families, use marijuana responsibly for relaxation, health, or personal growth, and we pay
taxes like everyone else. We are your constituents. We deserve to have our rights upheld.

As a small business owner deeply rooted in Athens, I feel compelled to speak up. Iknow that many of my customers and
neighbors agree: we want the legislature to honor our voice. We know that well-implemented legalization can benefit Ohio
without undue harm. Home growing and small-scale gardening are not going away — there will either be a regulated way to do it,
or people will return to risky black-market behavior if freedom is too tightly curtailed. Please do not drive honest citizens to
illegal acts by making them criminals for simply sharing a plant with a friend or cultivating a few of their own.

I respectfully urge you to oppose House Bill 160. Instead of rolling back the law, I implore you to represent the constituents in
Athens and across Ohio who voted for Issue 2. Fully implement the law as written, with fairness and resources to ensure safe,
regulated home-growing and local business participation. Our community has waited a long time for this change, we know what
we voted for. We need a cannabis policy that works for everyday Ohioans, not one that penalizes them for doing what voters
already decided should be legal.

Thank you for your time and your service. I hope you will consider the real-world impact of your decisions on families and small
businesses like ours. We elected you to be our voice, and we trust you to stand up for our interests.

Sincerely,
Saraquoia Bryant
Owner, Cool Digs Inc

Athens, Ohio






