
Matthew Hyde 

Founder/Director of Civics Cannabis 

Founding Member of Ohio Cannabis Consumer Coalition 

May 7, 2025 

 

Opposition Testimony to HB 160 

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Isaccsohn, and members of the 
committee, thank you for the opportunity to speak before you today. 

 

My name is Matt Hyde, and I stand in opposition to House Bill 160. As a voter in Ohio, I 
proudly cast my vote for Issue 2 on November 7, 2023, and like 2,226,398 other Ohioans, I 
supported its passage. In doing so, Ohioans decided to regulate adult-use cannabis for 
people over the age of 21, to provide for personal cultivation, and to create pathways for 
social equity and employment opportunities within the cannabis industry. 

 

Ohioans voted overwhelmingly for Issue 2, nearly a landslide, with a clear mandate in 
mind: to regulate and decriminalize cannabis, not to add further penalties and 
criminalization. There are Representatives and Senators who feel they know what the core 
principles of Issue 2 were. Here are the core components of Issue 2, as I understood it and 
voted for: 

* The legal sale of adult-use cannabis to individuals 21 and older. 

* The ability for Ohioans to grow up to 12 plants for personal use. 

* The establishment of a Social Equity and Jobs Program to create sustainable pathways 
into the cannabis industry for individuals most impacted by marijuana prohibition, 
disproportionate arrest, and incarceration. 

* 40 Level III Cultivator Licenses for social equity and jobs applicants. Up to 5K sq ft 

* A THC cap of 35% on flower and 90% on concentrates. 

* Stand-alone dispensaries to get an additional dispensary license. 

* Level I Cultivation receives 3 dispensaries and 100K sq ft of grow space. 



* Level II Cultivation receives 1 dispensary and 15K sq ft of grow space. 

* Tax Revenue to be distributed 36% to Social Equity and Jobs Program, 36% to host 
communities, 25% to Mental Health and Addiction Services, and 3% to the operating costs 
of the DCC 

* Processors get nothing 

 

Nowhere in the text of Issue 2 did Ohioans vote for mandatory minimum sentences or 
additional criminal penalties related to cannabis use or possession. The legalization of 
cannabis in Ohio was about ending criminalization, not expanding it. 

 

In stark contrast, House Bill 160 undermines the will of Ohio voters by inserting mandatory 
minimum sentences for cannabis offenses. Under this bill, a person committing cannabis 
penalties faces a minimum 3-day jail sentence, a fine of at least $375, and potentially the 
suspension of their license or permit for up to a year. This does not align with the support 
that Ohio voters expressed for Issue 2. 

 

The reality is that HB 160 gives cannabis charges the connotation of a mandatory minimum 
crime along with certain felony drug and sex offenses, aggravated murder, felony OVI, or 
assaults on peace officers. In Ohio, to have a Third-Degree felony drug charge and receive a 
mandatory-minimum charge, you need to have at least 1000 grams of cannabis, why the 
drastic change in HB 160? How can we justify mandatory minimum sentences for cannabis 
while lesser sentences apply to crimes such as possessing an open container of alcohol in 
a vehicle, which is considered a minor misdemeanor and up to a $150 fine? 

 

I’m a consumer, I do not have a lobbyist speaking for me. I have elections, I have you. I 
know several of you opposed Issue 2, which is why it is so perplexing that you are the ones 
writing the language of this bill. Ohioans and I have been voicing our opinion since SB 56, 
contacting our legislators, and educating those who are willing to listen. We have received 
a couple of responses, but, generally, it has been crickets. So, we created our own 
Cannabis Consumer Coalition. We have been speaking to one another and garnering 
support from around the state. It is time to open your calendars for your constituents and 
open your ears to reasonable cannabis legislation. We can help you, we are willing, so let’s 
talk. 



I urge this committee to reject HB 160 and honor the voices of Ohio voters who spoke 
clearly in favor of a more just and equitable approach to cannabis regulation. Thank you for 
your time and consideration. 
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