House Judiciary Committee

House Bill 160 - OPPOSE

Dear Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Isaacsohn, and Members of the
House Judiciary Committee,

Thank you for accepting this testimony. | am writing in opposition to House Bill 160. As
I’m sure you recall, there was a statewide vote on the issue of legalization of marijuana in 2023.
This, in fact, was not the first time that that question had been posed to the state. The first time it
was presented to voters on the ballot, it failed due to specific language and program parameters
in the proposed initiative. In 2023, however, these issues were remedied and voters were
approving of the specific marijuana program, the associated programs to be funded through
marijuana revenue, and the conditions upon the legalization.

In House Bill 160, the voters considered and knowing vote is usurped. The bill essentially
re-criminalizes what Ohioans have already voted to legalize. Mandatory jail time for smoking as
a passenger is draconian, unnecessary, and certain to be used as a tool against particular
populations. Ohio laws already properly treat marijuana as an intoxicating substance subject to
OVI laws. House Bill 160 goes much further, slapping mandatory jail time on a legal behavior
based on where it is conducted. This is nothing short of recriminalization of marijuana. Other
provisions of this bill, such as lowering THC, banning certain likenesses in edible products,
extensive licensing requirements, etc., are seemingly designed to, and certainly will, disrupt the
already struggling Ohio marijuana industry. The HB160 restrictions and prohibitions on
homegrown marijuana are particularly egregious. The prohibition against sharing a homegrown
product, for example, seems to be specifically leveled at allowing harassment of people
performing legal activity.

House Bill 160, and other efforts towards this end such as Senate Bill 56, are not small
tweaks aimed at ensuring the safety of Ohio. They constitute a dramatic overturning of a law that
was explicitly initiated and approved by voters. This blatant attempt to undermine the voters will
IS my greatest concern with these efforts. Please consider spending this amount of time and effort
on the many, many real issues that Ohioans face, such as lack of healthcare, livable conditions,
stagnant wages, incredible inflation, and other true threats to Ohio’s well-being.

Thank you,

Elaine Lutz



