
Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Matthews, Ranking Member Isaacsohn and members of the 
committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony as an opposing party to HB 
160.  

 

My name is Joey Ellwood and I’m One of 33 Licensed Hemp Farmers holding on to a dream 
here in Ohio, in hopes of thousands of Ohioans again one day planting Hemp for Many 
reasons beyond cannabinoid production.  

 

The rest of the licenses are research related, so not a lot of actual production in the 
economy.  

 

I’ve read HB 160 some time ago and took the time to reread my challenges with it as well. 
Below are where I would ask for consideration as it relations to Ohioans getting to consume 
plants that come from the State of Ohio, and Farmers getting to be the ones to grow those 
plants.  

I would also add I’m not the average Hemp Farmer as I’m part of a team, Appalachian Girls, 
who is blessed to be participating in two of the three industries today, and soon to be a 
third entering adult and medical space.  

 

My Challenges: 

Lines 427-430.  

Half a MG per serving, 2 MG per package  

Please consider 10 MG per serving and 100MG Per package 

 There’s no consideration for cannabinoid ratios, So two products that I offer throw two 
different brands (grown in this state) will go away, neither will get someone “faded” or 
“high” 

I shared in my last testimony we have people using these specific products because they 
enjoy cannabis but most options out there are entirely too potent.  

 



Our team at Appalachian Girls Held out for some time as it related to the drink space 
because we initially viewed at as gaming the system… After a lot more thought and 
studying the market, I fully believe the American farm bill’s definitions and architecture was 
designed for the specific reasons we’re watching unfold today. We need creators to 
develop product and innovate with today’s technologies. As a result we have a WIDE 
spectrum of toxicity that is far more beneficial to the consumer than what existed prior to 
the farm bill.  

 

Most important. I’ll quote my partner Josh Crosier, who’s pedigree is in sustainable 
agriculture. – It’s not just about ecological sustainability, it’s about economic stability. 

 

 

 So if we wanted to be around and be a part of this scene for the long haul, we had to think 
like the big guys.. I am not upset with their strategy, im more frustrated I didn’t look at the 
issue with a wider lens.  

  

I just want to be clear for the committee and the public. 

 

 
The Laws you put in place today will not stop interstate commerce. So Large out of state 
operations have the ultimate last laugh on these issues. You’ll be “shutting down” hemp 
farmers, local shops, sending employees home, all the while, Internet sales for the big guys 
will flow into this state unabridged as a result.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remove the following two clauses:  



Lines 547-549 (Cannabis cultivators from cultivating hemp 

(K) Requirements prohibiting a hemp cultivation licensee and a hemp processing licensee 
from cultivating or processing marihuana; - 

Lines 587-594 (Distances separating Hemp and Cannabis cultivation) 

The above are barriers that prohibit the industries from working together.  

 

This is a MAJOR Challenge: No where in this bill does it address allowing Hemp Farmers to 
sell their CBD or CBD or CBG minor cannabinoids to the Ohio Metric. These are products 
they’re using today. I know because we have edibles in process and we were forced to go 
out of state for these ingredients that I grow here in Ohio? 

 

 

   Amend : Lines 1349-Lines1358 

 

The department division shall issue not less than fifteen per cent of cultivator, processor, or 
laboratory licenses to entities that are owned and controlled by United States citizens who 
are residents of this state and are members of one of the following economically 
disadvantaged groups: 

 

Solutions: Consider Section 68-C (New York’s Code on Adult Use Licenses) 

We need to be growing this plant outside like the other 16 states that currently are. The 
sun’s free, and we’re in an Energy Crisis Here in Ohio and the rest of the world. We want to 
compete with China and put Intel at the front. The amount of energy needed for data, tells 
me  we ought to grow plants outside and put our energy to better use elsewhere. Grow 
plants outside. 

 

We’re working with the Farm Bureau, and while it’s a sensitive subject, they’re in alignment 
that Farmers ought to be first in line as it relates to who should be growing this plant.  

 

 


