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Ohio Restaurant & Hospitality Alliance Interested Party Testimony on House Bill 160

May 7, 2025

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Isaacsohn and Members of the House
Judiciary Committee:

On behalf of Ohio’s 25,821 restaurant and foodservice locations and Ohio’s 564,000 restaurant
and foodservice workers, the Ohio Restaurant & Hospitality Alliance (ORHA) appreciates the
opportunity to provide Interested Party testimony on House Bill 160.

As representatives of Ohio’s hospitality industry, we are writing to support those Ohio brewers
who took it upon themselves to responsibly test a new market and experiment with hemp
infused beverages. Alongside Ohio’s brewers, and in support of those bars and restaurants who
might also be interested in this potential market, we testified last General Assembly in support
of hemp beverages being regulated similarly to alcohol, like how brewers were already treating
sales of hemp beverages, including of course being sold only in an already age regulated, 21 and
over environment. We appreciate the sponsor’s interest in regulating hemp beverages, however
we believe that this bill’s requirement that beverages be sold through dispensaries would be
harmful to Ohio’s brewers, bars, and restaurants who are active or interested in this space. We
have listed a few of the potential impacts below.

« Requiring hemp beverages to be sold at dispensaries removes all potential for brewers,
bars or restaurants to sell draft or by the can in store. Hemp beverage sales offer those
businesses the opportunity to have a stimulating, non-alcoholic option for the health
conscious or alcohol averse.

« Taxing beverages at 10% would mean that the cost per gallon could potentially exceed any
equivalent tax for alcohol.

« By requiring that low dose beverages be sold at dispensaries, Ohio is at a disadvantage
compared to our neighboring states who have enacted well-crafted regulations on
beverages outside of dispensaries.

Tod Bowen
Managing Director of External Affairs and Government Relations
Ohio Restaurant & Hospitality Alliance
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