
Dear Committee Members, 

 

This letter is in response to my opposition to House Bill 160. 

To begin, why are you attempting to subvert the will of the voters? The marijuana reform bill was 

written and voted on by the citizens of Ohio. To rewrite this bill without any public input would be 

a direct violation of the Will of the People. It seems that the house members who wrote HB 160 

see themselves as rulers and not as the representatives of the constituents who put them in that 

position. 

 

If the citizens of a  specific municipality decide they do not want a dispensary in their area, they 

have a procedure to accomplish that goal; and some have exercised that right. That is a 

decision by the citizens and I fully support their right to make that decision.  

 

Furthermore, it feels as though the authors of this bill see the voters of Ohio as "ignorant". As if 

we were to dumb to know what we were voting for. We knew what the reform bill stated, and we 

voted to approve those measures, EVEN WHERE THE TAX DOLLARS WENT. 

 

What this feels like is an attempt to keep marijuana as illegal as possible, and a way to keep a 

revenue stream flowing through the state government. 

 

There have been only minimal issues since the legalization of recreational marijuana, and none 

of those issues have come close to warranting this kind of response. 

 

I truly feel that our general assembly's time and our tax dollars could be better spent creating 

jobs, bettering our schools, and protecting us from real criminals. 

 

This bill will also put into place stricter penalties for possession than what Ohio had before the 

legalization of marijuana. Laws that we have had in place since Governor Rhodes 

decriminalized marijuana in august of 1975. That's nearly 50 years. 

 

Find better ways to spend our tax dollars. This isn't it. 

 

Thank you  

Charles Ellis 

 

 

 


