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Eric Whited- Education Specialist and Cannabis Patient
Attn: House Judiciary Committee Chair Jim Thomas

Hello, My name is Eric Whited. I utilize cannabis in its many forms daily,
medicinally, spiritually and recreationally. I am currently growing 12 plants at the home
that I share with my father. I enjoy washing hash, pressing rosin, and making Rick
Simpson Oil in my own home, legally, per the law as written in ORC 3780. Today I am
not here speaking on behalf of the Level 1 License holder that I work for. Neither am I
speaking for the number of concerned employees, stakeholders, users, patients or
community members that I speak to on a daily basis. No. Today I am being selfish. I am
speaking up for myself, and I am angry.

Cannabis means a lot to me, personally and professionally, and the potential
ramifications of this legislation leave me baffled and frightened. Our state
representatives are claiming that the people don’t know what they voted for, while
simultaneously not being able to answer questions about their own legislation during
Public Sponsorship Testimony. Furthermore, in my personal experience- many of the
representatives on this very committee and the Senate General Government Committee
can not accurately explain the difference between THCa, THCA9, THCAS8 and other
minor cannabinoids. The differences between which are CORE to SB86, HB198, and
HB160. I recognize that we are currently hearing testimony on HB160, and will focus my
comments as such- however, having these conflicting bills moving hastily through the
legislature concurrently is overwhelming to the average citizen who does not spend their
time drafting, discussing and defending legislation.

When I last provided testimony in these storied halls, I prepared a heartfelt and
educational testimony that spoke to my experience as a patient, an industry employee
and as a person who cares deeply for the cannabis community. I took pictures near the
statues preaching the virtues of democracy. I left Capitol Square feeling inspired,
hopeful and proud of my contributions to the public record. I felt ashamed and dejected
when I saw that the General Government Committee voted through the legislation with
no changes after receiving over 40 Opponent Testimonies ranging from License
Holders, Business Owners, Patientes, Consumers, the ACLU and more. So today I aim to
speak plainly and directly.

Rather than proposing legislation “as close to issue two while still passing” as was
stated in his Sponsorship Testimony, Representative Stewarts bill aims to ignore or
countermand many of the strictures central to the language of the Citizen Initiated



Statute approved by an overwhelming majority of voters in this state. Re-criminalizing
public consumption, ignoring the social equity program, removing Level 3 Licenses, and
releasing funds directly to the GRF rather than empowering the Department of Taxation
to disperse the funds they are currently withholding from the cities and localities are
just a few of the most notable failures in this legislation.

I am currently working with representatives from our historical Ohio Capital
Building on drafting a framework for new legislation regarding Cannabis in the Great
State of Ohio. I am speaking with citizens, patients, homegrowers, hobbyists, research
scientists, legal organizations, unions, advocates, activists, and more. The bill will
address legitimate concerns, such as regulation, testing, and education for the public, as
has been clearly demanded by the Senate, the House, and the People. The bill will also
enshrine workers rights, patients rights, and formalize the legal pathway for legacy
growers and those with expunged records. This bill will not entertain potency caps that
are not founded in scientific research, neither will it further harm the hemp industry,
nor will it include any efforts to criminalize sharing cannabis. The people have been
growing, sharing and utilizing cannabis for longer than this state and its great House
have existed, and the people have made their will clear.

I ask that you do not make criminals out of law-abiding citizens. I ask that you vote
down this stress test of our democratic system.

Democracy is being tested all around this country. I wake up scared, overwhelmed,
helpless and angry most days. I have an opportunity to stand up for Democracy today.

If you listened to me today, thank you for your consideration. I will be attending the
Cannabis Town Hall this evening (5/7), and can be contacted at
contact.ebthc@gmail.com if you would like to contribute to legislation that supports the
will of the voters.
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