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Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Issacsohn, and Members of the Committee:

Good afternoon. My name is John Lynch, | am an Ohio beverage manufacturer and | appreciate the
opportunity to testify in support of commonsense regulations for intoxicating hemp beverages. | am
here to respectfully urge the Committee to consider legislative language from SB 86 that treats
hemp-derived intoxicating beverages similarly to alcohol, rather than confining them to the same
channels marijuana.

1. Recognizing the Federal Legality of Hemp

e 2018 Farm Bill Compliance
The 2018 Farm Bill established hemp as a federally legal crop, provided its delta-9 THC content is at or
below 0.3% by dry weight. Our hemp beverages conform to these requirements and are thus lawful at
both the federal and state level.

e Avoiding Confusion with Federally Prohibited Products
Hemp beverages should not be relegated to federally illegal dispensaries. This misclassification creates
unnecessary confusion and imposes risks on compliant hemp businesses—particularly regarding
banking, insurance, and overall market perception.

2. Economic Benefits for Ohio

e New Market, New Jobs
Treating hemp beverages like alcohol allows for broader commercial distribution in grocery stores,
restaurants, and other licensed venues. This open market encourages entrepreneurs, boosts job
creation in agriculture and production, and drives business in distribution and retail.

e Tax Revenue and Rural Development
An alcohol-like framework means businesses pay excise and sales taxes through existing channels,
increasing revenue for the state. Additionally, hemp growers—many of whom are smaller-scale family
farmers—would see a direct, positive impact on crop demand, helping rural areas thrive.

3. Consumer Safety and Transparency

e Regulatory Oversight
An alcohol-style regulatory model provides robust standards for production, labeling, and retail
oversight. Just like beer, wine, or spirits, consumers of hemp beverages would benefit from clear
labeling of THC content and responsible-use guidelines.

e Age Restrictions and Responsible Sales
If sold under an alcohol-like system, hemp beverages would naturally be subject to established age
verification measures. Retailers are already familiar with ID checks and responsible service practices,
ensuring hemp beverages are not accessible to underage consumers.

4. Fair Market Access and Competitive Business Environment
e Dispensary vs. Traditional Retail



Restricting hemp beverages to marijuana dispensaries not only limits consumer access but also
creates an uneven marketplace. Ohio businesses lose potential revenue opportunities when confined to
specialized, high-cost channels.

e Alignment with Consumer Demand
Ohioans deserve the freedom to choose legal hemp beverages just as they select beer or wine. This
fosters a competitive environment that drives innovation in product quality, flavor diversity, and
responsible marketing.

5. Conclusion and Request

Based on the above points, | respectfully request that the Committee align with the Senate’s approach
by treating intoxicating hemp beverages in a manner similar to alcohol. This path strikes the right
balance: it upholds consumer safety, encourages a transparent and well-regulated market, and
supports Ohio’s farmers, businesses, and overall economic growth.

On behalf of the many Ohioans who see the promise in the hemp industry, | thank you for considering
my testimony. | am confident that a forward-looking regulatory framework—one that acknowledges the
federal legality of hemp and utilizes best practices from the alcohol industry—will serve our state well.

Thank you. | am happy to answer any questions you may have.

John Lynch
Rambling House Soda



