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To aspenslaw@gmail.com

| am in full support of changing consequences for violating traffic laws in school zones to be more consequential for the offense.

Adam Grimes
(859) 803-8402

HB 203 - Please pass this bill into law 1in Onio
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Dear Representative Hall, Representative Williams, and Esteemed Members of the Committee,

| write to you today not only as a concerned citizen, but as someone deeply moved by the tragic and preventable loss of Aspen Runnels—a bright, compassionate freshman at Lakota East
High School whose life was senselessly cut short in a school zone by a speeding, distracted driver.

May 15, 2024, will forever remain etched in my memory. | had the privilege of meeting Aspen at the office where a parent works as a nurse practitioner a few months before Aspen's death. In
just a short time upon meeting Aspen, | was moved by the lasting impressicon of this young soul—curious, thoughtful, and remarkably mature. They asked questions that revealed a deep
interestin the world and a desire to understand how things work. Aspen was wise beyond their years, and in that brief encounter, it was clear: this child was going to do great things.

And yet, a few months later Aspen’s life was taken in a place that should be among the safest—within a school zone crosswalk. The driver, traveling above the speed limit and distracted by
something her child had dropped in the car, made a choice not to pull over, but to continue speeding through an area where children cross daily. This tragedy, sadly, is not the first of its kind
in our community. In 2018, ancther student—a sophomore at Lakota West—was nearly killed under eerily similar circumstances. Her backpack is the only reason she survived.

What’s even more staggering is the inadequacy of the current Law. In the State of Ohio, the penalties for taking a child’s life in a school zone are shockingly modest—far less severe than those

for harming a road worker in a construction zone, or even in some cases, for harming an animal. Itis gut-wrenching to realize that under existing law, the value of a child’s life is not afforded
the full protection it deserves.

That’s why we urgently need ASPEN’s Law (HB203).
This legislation represents more than just a policy adjustment—it's a moral imperative. Students deserve the same level of protection as our construction workers. When drivers enter a

school zone, there should be no ambiguity: they are entering a high-responsibility area where careless or distracted driving will have serious consequences. ASPEN's Law will send a clear
message—our children’s lives matter, and we are committed to keeping them safe.

This bill is a chance for Ohio to lead with courage, compassion, and common sense. It’s an opportunity to create lasting change—not just in memory of Aspen, but for every student who
walks to school, every parent who worries about their child’s safety, and every family that deserves to be spared this unimaginable grief.

Please pass ASPEN's Law out of committee and into the Ohio Administrative Code. Let this be a legacy that honors Aspen’s life and safeguards others. The world is a little dimmer without
Aspen, but we can ensure their light leads the way to a safer future.

With heartfelt gratitude and hope,
J Allen Sensabaugh
Registered Voter
7248 Sheffield Way
Waynesville Ohio 45068
Mobile 937-361-1131
JAllenSensabaugh@gmail.com
| support Aspen’s law
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| support Aspen’s law because | value human life. No parent should have to bury their child.
The changes proposed in this law would deter reckless driving and result in safer communities.
| support this sensible and well-thought-out legislation.

Best,

Amber Struckman

Passing Aspens law
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1 100% agree with everything that is proposed in "Aspens law"
The law needs to be enforced to save these kids from harm or fatalities.

My granddaughter was the victim of a careless driver that hit her in a crosswalk in Lakota school district. The driver that hit her basically got a slap on the hand. My granddaughter will forever be traumatized from this.
| think there should be a law to.protect these children in the same way a construction workers are.
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To whom it may concern:

| am in support of the Aspen Runnels' law, HB 203. This law is intended to keep our children safer in the school zones. They should have protections equal to that of construction workers. If a
construction worker is hit or killed on the job in a construction zone, it is an automatic felony. It should be such for a school zone as well.

This accident took the life of my little cousin, and the woman who hit him only served 30 days in jail for a misdemeanor charge. She was speeding and distracted driving in a school zone and
killed a child, and she got charged with a misdemeanor. This is a gross miscarriage of justice, and | am in full support of this law to elevate charges in situations like this. It might keep people

from driving recklessly in school zones, and serve justice to families who lose children to situations like this.

Please take this bill seriously and give it the consideration it deserves. It will protect children and families all over the state of Ohio.

Sincerely yours,

Bambi Balsamo
Pass this law
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| knew Aspen and was horrified by his unnecessary death. Too many students are being hit while crossing streets in zebra zones by distracted drivers. Those drivers who hit anyone in
designated crosswalks should face the same penalty as in construction zones.

Barb Hobe

Aspen's Law
ugogirl173 <ugogirl173@aol.com:
To Aspenslaw@gmail.com

| wholeheartedly support this bill because schools are limited in what they can do to monitor and control school crossings. No child should lose their life by trying to cross a road, especially
in a school zone of all places. | personally know Aspen's mother, and | admire her courage and initiative in getting a bill started while dealing with her grief. Aspen was her only child, and
because of a careless driver, she will never see his prom or graduation. His wedding, grandchildren and lifelong memories with him are gone for her as well. All gone in a heartbeat because of
a careless driver. There have to be stricter penalties for disregarding a school zone because sadly we obviously can't rely on people to pay attention and watch out for children on their own.

Aspen was not the only child to be hurt in a school zone, but he is the only one in Lakota school systems that has died. Please make penalties more harsh to try to keep this from happening to
anyone else. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Beth Williams

Aspenslaw
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To whom it may concern | support aspens law | am mother of two and | had a cousin get hit walking across to school at Lakota a while back ago it affected our whole family and her . My
second mom her mom Trisha it was a nightmare she will never forget. And this child didn't deserve what happen to them . This world needs safety anyways and kindness so many people
speed anymore just don't care. | stand for aspens law.

Brandie peters

Aspen’s Law
) ) ) Repl <RIAII‘%F d“
Bridget Sullivan <bmsullivan23@yahoo.com:= ‘  Reply ‘ ) Reply el |
To Aspenslaw@gmail.com Sun 5/11/2025 512 EM

Good afternoon,

I would like to express my support of Aspen's Law. As a homeowner in the Lakota school district, | have seen or heard of too many kids being injured or even killed inside of a school zone crosswalks. | truly believe
harsher penalties for drivers who injure a child in a school zone would help make drivers more alert.

Thank you,
Bridget Sullivan

Aspen’s law
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| agree with this proposed law because it holds drivers more accountable by enforcing harsher penalties when a child is hit, killed, or injured in a school zone. This ensures justice for victims, and encourages safer driving
near schools.
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Hello,

| am writing in support of Aspen’s Law. This law will make school zones safer for children of all ages. It is a simple and common sense step to protect children.

No parent, friend, family, classmate, or teacher should have to experience the loss of a child due to careless driving in a school zone.

Aspen was a wonderful young man. He was kind, polite, and caring. Not enly will this law help prevent tragedies, but it honor the amazing person that he was.

Thank you,
Cathy Wilhite

| support the Aspen Runnels’ law!
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| agree with this proposed law because our children deserve to be safe getting on and off the school bus. Distracted and impatient drivers must be properly penalized for not following laws.

Please help prevent another child from injury or death and pass this law.

Thank you,
Cindy Szabo
Registered Ohio Voter
Aspens Law
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| agree with this proposed law because no one, especially a child, should die at the hands of someone being careless and reckless. No mother should have to bury their child because
someone was careless and reckless. No family should have to bear the loss of someone because someone was careless and reckless. No friends or bystanders should have to witness this
careless and reckless act resulting in murder.

| agree with this proposed law because THIS HAS TO STOP.

Regards,
Constance Zimmer
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| agree with this proposed law because losing Aspen was hard for me, my teachers, and my other classmates. He’s the brightest person | know and it's frustrating how people can get away
with being careless.

Aspen Runnel's Law
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| agree with this proposed law because | don't think people understand how dangerous itis to be behind the wheel. | think that this proposed law will help in the seriousness of driving and
what a privilege it should be. Being a distracted driver is dangerous and should be treated more seriously. Thank you

Danielle Carlson

House Bill 203
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Dear Ohio State House Judiciary Committee,

I am in support of House Bill 203, also known as Aspens Law, to increase penalties for driving violations in school zones. Currently the penalties for driving offenses in a construction zone are
greater than those in a school zone. Ohio children better protections. Please vote in favor of House Bill 203.

Sincerely,
Danielle Carsner
Support for Aspen’s Kaw
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| wholeheartedly support Aspen‘s Law because running down a beautiful young teenage boy (or any human for that matter) in a school crosswalk should warrant much more than a
misdemeanor.

My granddaughter was a good friend of Aspen’s and this senseless tragedy could maybe be avoided in the future if people realize the consequences. | live very close to the entrance of Juliffs
Park in Anderson Township and see drivers regularly completely Ignore people starting to cross this busy even though they had pressed lighted flashing! CROSSWALK button. It is just a

tragedy waiting to happen. So many people don’t even realize that people in a crosswalk have the right of way - they just breeze right on through. This is a very important law that should be
enacted to save lives.

Debbie Metz
2198 Endovalley Dr, Cincinnati, OH 45244
Anderson Township



Passage of Aspen's Law
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| am writing in support of the passage of Aspen’s Law because our children deserve better.

For far too long the penalties for speeding and reckless driving through active school zones have been far too lenient.

The tragic passing of Aspen Runnels in a school crosswalk by a distracted driver was compounded by the fact that the driver walked away with a slap on the wrist -

due to Ohio's woefully inadequate laws currently on the books.

The fact that Ohio children in active school zones do not have the same protections as construction workers in construction zones is shameful and unacceptable.
Please vote in support of the passage of Aspen’s Law.
Thank you.

Sincerely,
Ame Clase
Vandalia, OH

| support Aspen’s law
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Hello!

I support Aspen’s law because it will protect children in highly-trafficked areas. It will hopefully act as a deterrent for reckless driving in school zones.
If there's even a chance this law could save lives and pain and injury, it should be enacted.

Thank you!
Amy Leigh

Keeping school children safe
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com

Dear Christina Alcorn and Trisha Parnell,

| cannot imagine what each of you has gone through: Christina, with the death of your son Aspen, and Trisha, with the serious injuries that your daughter Maddy endured. You strike me as
women of incredible strength to push for more severe penalties for any driver that so carelessly drives near schools.

| hope that House Bill 203 passes without regard to political ideologies. Regardless of the outcome of the House Bill 203 voting result, | pray that you find peace.

Angela Armes

‘ ) Reply | € ReplyAll | — Forward ‘

Angeli Nicole <angelinicoleblanton@gmail.com > . |
Thu 4/10/2025 416 PM

To aspenslaw@gmail.com

| believe that school should be one of the safest places for kids and yet there are kids who are getting run down in school zones without the same penalties if it were a construction worker.
We need to protect our kids and put laws into place that should match the same penalize if not worse than construction zones.

change consequences
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| am writing in support of changing the penalties for hitting and speeding through crosswalks and school zones. | have a friend who lost her son last year from a reckless driver who wasn't
paying attention and hit her son in the school crosswalk as she was adjusting her baby's pacifier. She got a total of 30 days for vehicular manslaughter and causing the death of a 15 year old
who had their whole lives ahead of them. | have seen so many people pass school buses when they are stopped with lights on and the sign out. | have seen so many reckless drivers in front of
school zones and people who will slow down and then once they get to the school zone end sign they floor it. This type of nonsense is going to get more people, not just children killed. The
lady who hit my friend's son, honestly, should be taken back for more time as she still has her child, but my friend lost hers for a pacifier that definitely could've waited.

Thank you
| agree with this proposed law
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Delaney Renneker <delaney.renneker@gmail.com:>
To aspenslaw@gmail.com

| agree with this proposed law hecause | lost a good friend of mine due to someone else’s carelessness. Other people should not have to lose friends at such a young age.



| Stand with Aspens Law
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| am writing this letter in support of Aspens law. | do not live in Ohio. | do not have children in this school district. | do not have school age children. But | do have an intimate perspective. | am Aspen’s Grandmother.
To understand that the law doesn’t have penalties that reflect the seriousness of the crime is disheartening at best. It is our job as parents, family, friends and community to ensure these children are protected.

This needs to be revisited and a hard look needs to be taken at these laws. Children are our priority. We need to ensure that people are held account
This law will not bring Aspen back. But perhaps a new law, a better law, can prevent a tragedy from happening to another family.

le when these laws are broken.

Diana Bucenski
480.868.0585
diana.615@live.com

Support for Aspens Law
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School crosswalks should be safe for all children. They are our most precious resources. Anyone who kills a child in a school crosswalk should be charged with a felony - at the very
least. They have stolen the life of a child and caused countless harm to all who loved them. THIS IS NOT A MISDEMEAMORII Please pass this law to keep our children safel

Support
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My name is Emily Hart and | am in full support of House Bill 203, or Aspen's law, for many reasons.

First, | am a kindergarten teacher and have seen first-hand how negligent drivers can be in school zones. It is apparent that a yellow, flashing light and visible young children walking in a
school zone is simply not enough reason for drivers to slow down in a school zone. Many children walk to and from school alone (and seemingly moreso now than when | was a child) due to
limited school district funding for bussing, or in my district's case, not having enough drivers for all of our students in the community. My fear is that the amount of students walking to and
from school in the state of Ohio is going to continue to rise, resulting in more possibilities for horrific accidents like Aspen and his family experienced. We must hold these distracted drivers
accountable. Additionally, should their distraction cause a death of a minor in a school zone, | feel the consequences -- fines, revoking licenses, requiring longer jail time and driving courses
must be reflective of their crime. Raising more awareness about these new penalties may resonate with negligent drivers in school zones.

| also support this law because as a mother, there is nothing more important to me than the safety and well-being of my child. Unfortunately, Aspen's family sent their child to school, all for
him not to return because of a negligent driver speeding and driving while distracted in a school zone with visible flashing lights and children around. My heart aches for this family, yet I'm
also inspired by their courageous moves to improve the law, ensuring distracted drivers receive more appropriate conseguences. | am in full support of there being higher criminal
consequences, in hopes to prevent more tragedies like Aspen's in the state of Ohio.

Thankyou,

Emily Hart

Aspens law
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| support Aspens law because we should be more protective of our children and their right to walk to and from school safely.
Thank you,
Erica Rhodes

Legislation
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I knew Aspen and met with him on a monthly basis. | have artwork Aspen gave me that has a place of honor.

The crossing where Aspen was killed has claimed other student’s lives. There needs to be justice for families who experience these sudden and unexpected losses. There needs to be justice
brought to those who choose to drive inappropriately through school zones.

Aspen talked to me about working through the process of missing his aunt. It would be fitting and just for this law to be created. We will stay the course and follow the process to bring
breakthrough for the protection of student’s lives in school zones.

Thank you.

Faith Nicolet

Aspen Law
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| agree with the proposed law because it's time to stop people from dying and getting hurt. It's time for change. Thank you.

Felicia Weber
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garrett tussing <gar17tuss@gmail.com>
To aspenslaw@gmail.com Sun 5/11/202

As a person who's seen a case very similar to Aspens, and also having it happen to him | feelit's not only important but the right thing to do for this law to pass! Please malke sure we're doing
everything in our power to protect our schools and the students/teachers that go to them.

-Garrett Tussing
Support
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| agree with this proposed law because children need protected and speeders need to be held accountable.

Aspens law support
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T fully support the proposed law in honor of Aspen, a young life tragically lost after bemg struck by a car in a school zone. No family should have to endure such a hearthrealang loss, especially in a place meant to be safe for our children. This law s a crucial step toward
protecting students and ensuring that school zomes are treated with the seriousness and safity they deserve. Aspen’s story should lead to real change

Support for Aspen Runnels’ Law
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Dear House Judiciary Committee,

I'm writing to express my strong support for Aspen Runnels’ Law. | believe that hitting and killing a child in an active school zone should result in more than a misdemeanor and 30 days in jail.
Increased penalties for reckless driving in school zones are critical to protecting children and preventing future tragedies.

Mo family should ever experience the heartbreak Aspen’s family endured. Strengthening the law is a necessary step toward justice and accountability.
Sincerely,

Hilary R. Sievers
Columbus, OH

Aspens Law
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To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing this statement in SUPPORT of Aspen Runnel's Law to elevate vehicular homicide laws in school zones in Ohio.
| agree that this change is imperative to initiate crucial changes needed to protect our children.

Kind regards,

Jeanna Hubbard

513-667-2433

340 N Dick Ave.

Hamilton, OH 45013

Aspen’s Law
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To whom it may concern,

I'm writing to voice my support for Aspen’s Law. To be able to recklessly mow down and kill a child in a school crosswalk and only receive a penalty equivalent to petty theft is a miscarriage of
justice. | believe that stricter penalties will act as a deterrent to speeding and distractions in school zones. No child deserves to lose their life walking to and from school, and this law will

help to prevent more needless loss of life.

Jen Moore
Aspen’s Law
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| agree with and support Aspen's Law because it is important to foster a safe environment for students in a school zone. Increasing the penalties is the least the government can do to hold
drivers accountable for their negligence behind the wheel of a moving vehicle. Aspen's Law is a start, but not nearly enough in the Lakota School District. If we are going to expect students to
travel across busy roads going to and from school it is expected that those students are provided safe passage.

We need Aspen's Law to help deter distracted driving when drivers should be at their most attentive and cautious.

Jennifer Dunbar
513-658-4087



Law

| (j Reply ‘ (6) Reply All ‘ — Forward ||

Thu 4/10/2025 10:14 AM

Jenni Phillips <jphillips@ridge.tv=

To aspenslaw@gmail.com

| agree with the implementation of Aspen’s Law for penalties in school zones. Please make this happen and honor the memory of Aspen.

Jennifer Phillips
Brookville Ohio

Aspens Law
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Jenny Dang <jgdang7@icloud.com>

To Aspenslaw@gmail.com

Mon 5/12/2025 1:21 AM

My name is Jenny Dang and | fully support Aspens Law.
Letter of support
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To aspenslaw@grmail.com
To Whom it may Concern,
I am writing to express my urgent support of Aspen Runnel's Law. The current law for vehicular homicide in school zones does not offer enough protection for children in school zones .
I am a resident of Ohio in West Chester. [ have two teenage sons who attend the school district where Aspen was hit. Aspen was a classmate and friend of my son. When I learned that that
school zones do not have the same protection as construction zones, I was shocked and extremely unsettled. I believe stricter laws and awareness will increase safety in these areas. Many

other states have much harsher penalties. If nothing changes, more children will lose their lives and more parents will have to go through the trauma that Aspen’s parents had to endure.

The current law is senseless. There is no reason to offer more lenience in school zones than construction zones. It is a disservice to all children and parents in the community. Thank you for

your consideration in creating this law.
Sincerely,

Jeremy Woods

7691 Lakota Springs Dr

West Chester, Oh 45069

Pass Aspen's Law
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Towhom it may concern,
As an Ohio resident, | ask that you support Aspen's Law. As a parent, | expect representatives of this state to pass this law.

Our children face encugh challenges and sometimes fear when going to school, crossing the street shouldn't be one of them. More importantly, distracted or intoxicated drivers should be
held accountable for driving recklessly in a school zone.

Kind regards,
Jessica Behnken
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Joelle Wilhite <the.amethystyt934@gmail.com>

To aspenslaw@gmail.com
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| believe that the proposed law will help save the lives of the many children who are at risk due to reckless drivers in our area, and across the state. Our community has seen incidents like
this happen in our school district four times too many. Giving careless, selfish people who drive without considering the safety and lives of others, along with strictly enforcing those
punishments, will surely lower the amount of fatal accidents in our school zones.

Proposed law

<
o KTlady <hopkinkm@gmail.com > | O Reply ‘ © Reply Al | 2 Forward | J

To aspenslaw@gmail.com Thu 4/

| agree with the proposed law because | am tired of hearing the excuses of inattentive adults who need to bear the consequences of their actions. Whether the offense was intentional or not this should absolutely be
more than just a misdemeanor offense and | am absolutely astonished it has not been ruled so already in the past. Thank you,

-Kaitlyn Leung
(Ohio- Greene county resident)

Ph. 937-986-8454

Aspens Law
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Kayla Murphy <kayla.murphy89@yahoo.com:

To aspenslaw@gmail.com

Hello!

| saw your post on Facebook shared by a friend. | agree with this law because we need to protect our kids. No one can protect our kids like their parents and | think what you're trying to put in
place is a true testament to that and a legacy for your son. People need to be held accountable for their reckless and careless actions!!! | hope this law passes. Thank you.

Kayla Murphy



Proposal to Elevate Penalties to Felony Level for Striking Individuals with Vehicles in School Zones
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To Whom It May Concern,

| am writing to express serious concern regarding the current legal penalties associated with incidents in which individuals are struck by vehicles in designated school zones. These areas are intended to be safe environments for children, educators, and crossing guards.
Yet, incidents involving reckless or negligent driving continue to occur, often with devastating consequences. | believe it is both reasonable and necessary to elevate the charges for such offenses to the level of a felony.\

School zones are unique in their purpose: they protect our most vulnerable citizens—children—during critical times of the day. The mere existence of school zones implies a heightened level of responsibility for drivers. When individuals choose to drive recklessly,
distractedly, or aggressively through these zones, they are not merely violating traffic regulations—they are willfully endangering lives.

Increasing the legal consequences for striking a person with a vehicle in a school zone serves severalimportant purposes:

. Deterrence: Felony-level penalties send a clear and unambiguous message that the safety of children and school personnelis a top priority. The threat of significant legal consequences will discourage negligent or aggressive driving in these areas.

. Accountability: When a driver’s actions lead to injury or death in a school zone, the gravity of the offense must be reflected in the legal system’s response. A misdemeanor charge may not adequately represent the severity of the harm caused or the breach of public
trust.

. Public Safety: Strengthening penalties helps reinforce community-wide efforts to make school zones truly safe spaces. It aligns with broader traffic safety initiatives and demonstrates a commitment to protecting the lives of students and staff.

o

w

I respectfully urge policymakers and relevant legal authorities to review current statutes and consider legislation or policy updates that would make it a felony offense to strike a pedestrian in a school zone, particularly when the act results from reckless or negligent
behavior.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter and for your continued dedication to public safety.
Sincerely,
Kristen Hacker

Aspen’s Law
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Thu 4/10/2025 11:14 AM

I agree with this law because it can ultimately save innocent lives. Drivers need to be responsible and adhere to speed limit signs in school zones, and if they don't, and they end up killing someone, they should be held
responsible in a court of law. There is no excuse for negligence.

Respectfully,
Krystle Konecny

Support

Laura <lcreyno0519@gmail.com =
To aspenslaw@gmail.com

| support Aspen’s law because Aspen was a son, friend, classmate, and so much more. He made the world better for so many and deserved better.

Laura McGee

Support for Aspen Runnels' Law
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Thu 4/10/2025 8:12 PM

To Whom it may concern,

| agree with this proposed law because hitting and killing a child in an active school zone is a serious offense that deserves appropriate conseguences to ensure the safety of our children.
Increasing penalties for speeding and reckless driving in these areas will create a stronger deterrent and help reduce vehicle-pedestrian collisions in the future.

Thank you for considering my support for Aspen Runnels’ law.

Bestregards,

LaVinda McAuliffe, APRN

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
Get Outlook for Android

Fwd: Law Amendment for vehicular crimes along School Zones
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Sun 4/13/2025 10:03 PM

Io whom it may concern,

| am writing as a concerned citizen learning about a recent crime that was committed along a Lakota School zone in which one of our students was killed by a driver not obeying the school
zone regulation. | have been witness to many drivers not only speeding in school zones but also not obeying bus stops as students are either boarding or coming off the bus. As a parent of
two young girls that not only use the bus, but also enjoy to play outside, | can’t understand the urgency to drive in excess in roads that are surrounded by our young children. While | might
understand accidents here or there, schools and busses are pretty hard to miss and for residents of the area they are well aware of these areas.

| am appalled to hear that construction zones and workers have higher / stricter regulations and offense for those breaking the rules. At a minimum any zone that is deemed a safety concern
be it workers, or children all crimes committed in these zones should be treated the same. Let’s hope then that school zones are treated with more respect.

My name is Lymarie Semidey-Flecha and | live in the West Chester OH community.



Stronger Penalties
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Thu 4/10/2025 11:23 AM

@ Click here to download pictures, To help protect your privacy, OQutlook prevented automatic download of some pictures in this message.
Good Morning,
| agree with Aspen's Law because people need to SLOW down and obey the law, especially in School Zones, where CHILDREN and their parents/guardians are actively crossing.
When driving your attention should be on the road. Your life can slow down for the few moments it takes to slow down and go through the school zone.
Your phone can wait. The radio can wait. The thermostat can wait. The baby screaming in the back seat, can wait.
Yes, accidents happen, but they can be prevented. When accidents happen, people can get hurt, people can die. People's lives are changed forever.

| also think that school zones should always have flashing lights and police presence, whether it be physical, or video monitoring & mailing tickets. | have seen too many videos of school
zones where there are only signs, and cars just blow by.

I'work in Oakwood, OH (Montgomery County). You do not dare speed through a school zone, there is always a police officer somewhere around the school zones. Everyone in this area knows
it, and NO one speeds. They have flashing lights, signs and the police presence.

I know not every area is this troublesome or has this big of an issue, but kids should feel safe, parents should feel safe walking to school, at school. We shouldn't worry about sending our
children to school, their safety should be guaranteed from accidents such as these.

Hell, maybe you need to hit a button to cross the road, have the flashing lights, crossing signal/noise, signs, and a Rail Road Crossing style gate to come down...this way there is some
physical barrier to alert drivers to stop.

This is not a misdemeanor offense, this is vehicular manslaughter/homicide, which by definition is a criminal offense that involves the death of another person caused by the driver's illegal or
negligent actions while operating a vehicle, and should be charged accordingly.

| hope that our voices are heard and heeded. As a parent, and a friend, it has been terrible to watch Aspen Runnels lose his life & his parents, family and friends go through what they have had
to go through in lesing him through this senseless and tragic accident.

Thank you,

|

HB 203
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Sun 4/6/202510:29 AM

Hi.
Here's & letter foryou all to use however you see fit. If you want me to change anything | can. Thank you for fighting to keep my girls safe. | am so sorry that it has taken this long for change to occur, but | am grateful for your efforts.

-Amanda Ortiz

My name is Amanda Ortiz, and | am a resident of Wast Chester, Ohio. | am writing in favor of Ohio House Bill 203 - Aspen's Law.

I have two young daughters that go to Lakota Local Schools. Iworry about their safety everyday that | send then to school. School shooters, bus crashes, bulliss, ete. Howsver, aftar 3 Lakota students have been hit in crosswalks trying to get to school, | realized [ would
need to add vehicular assault to my list once they were in high school.

In 2018, Maddy Beare, a sophomore at Lekota West, was hitin & crosswelk. She was thrown 84 fest and received several broken bonas and & torn AGL.
In May 2024 Aspan Runnels was hit and killed by a distracted driver in & crosswalk on their way to Lakota Esst Hugh Schoal.
In September 2024 a third student, who sttended Lakota West High School, was struck by a truck in the school zone.

Of all these tragic incidents, | was astounded to laarn that Kaitlyn Hyde, who was the distracted driver that hit and killed Aspen Runnels in May 2025, only received 30 days of jeil time, 80 days of house errest, 2 yeers of probation and 5 years license suspension. She took

Aspen's life.

‘We absolutaly need stricter laws for people that violats the laws of 8 school zone and cause harm to our students. While these laws will not bring Aspen back, and they will not lessen the trauma to Maddy Beare and the third Lakota student, they will make people think
twice sbout speeding through a school zone and hopefully prevent anather trageady.

Amanda M. Ortiz, DVM, CVA
Impact Statement

Jill D <are4980@gmail.com>

To aspenslaw@gmail.com

| support this law because hopefully if passed, it will make drivers think twice and slow down. The consequences for this driver were minimal and they only faced minor penalties. We need
this law so that people can be held accountable when their actions impact or end a child's life.

Aspens law
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Sat 5

/2025 11

This is so important for our children. They should be able to be safe going to and from school. In this crazy world, they, and we as parents, have enough worry while they're at school. Reckless
drivers should be punished to the full extent.



In support of Aspen’s Law
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Sun 4/6/2025 1:04 PM

Subject: Proposal for Strengthening School Zone Speeding Laws

| am writing to propose an important legal change regarding speeding in school zones, specifically advocating for such actions to be classified as a felony when they result in the death of an
individual.

As you know, school zones are places where children and families are most vulnerable. While speeding is dangerous in any context, the risks are especially high in these areas.
Unfortunately, speeding in school zones often leads to tragic accidents, sometimes resulting in fatalities. While current laws may impose fines or less severe penalties for such violations, |
believe that the gravity of the situation warrants more stringent consequences. It makes me sick that someone who ends the life of a child in a school zone would only receive a misdemeanor
charge under our current law. This would send a clear message that reckless driving in these areas will not be tolerated, and those responsible for such incidents will be held accountable to
the fullest extent of the law.

| am confident that this legal reform would enhance public safety and help prevent further tragedies. In honor of Aspen, | ask that you adjust the law accordingly for protection of our children
in school zones where all children should be safe and protected.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and | look forward to hearing your thoughts on how we can move forward.

Best regards,
Kali Watts

Aspen Runnels Law
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com

Thanks to you, a grieving parent, and to the lawmakers and supporters who have been with you on this journey!
We have 8 grandchildren in the Lakota School District and we are praying this law is passed to protect all of the children in Ohio. Our granddaughter, Madisyn, was hit in a crosswalk at Lakota
West when she was 16. We were blessed beyond words that she survived. She was in the hospital for months - broken pelvis, collarbone, leg, then a year + of rehabilitation. She will live with

the scars and metal rods for the rest of her life.

You and Madisyn's mother, Trisha, have formed an unthinkable bond, parents of children who should never have gone through such a tragedy as your child was assumed to be safeina
crosswall, on their way to school.

We are cheering you on and praying you get this law passed so all of us can take a sigh of relief, knowing our thousands of students are safe as they walk to school.
Aspen must be so proud of you!! Your angel, your blessing, is also cheering you on!!

Kathy and Paul Settle

Support
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Kim Jarrell <kjarrell@sosbilling.org> ‘ ) Reply ‘ ) Reply orwarl | .
To aspenslaw@gmail.com Tue 4/29/2025 410

| support Aspen's law because it is a shame that people don't have harsher punishment in a school zone. How would they feel if it was their child in a school zone? As a parent, we always
worry about our children and the school is supposed to be the one place that they're safe therefore, crossing in a crosswalk should also be a safe place. | hope that this is taken under
advisement and reviewing and supporting of Aspen's law.

. - N Repl € Reply All Fi d
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Thu 4

Please help put this law effect. We need to prevent these tragedies from happening.
The current penalties are not enough.

We need our children, and no parent should have to suffer what aspens mom went through.

Thank You
Kimberley Orcutt

Aspen Runnels Law
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To aspenslaw@grmail.com Thu 4/10/2025 4:23 PM

Good afternoon,
My name is Kristen Barker. | am sending this in regards to the Aspen Runnels Law.

A person receiving a misdemeanor charge for hitting and killing another person due to distracted driving is absolutely laughable. There need to be harsher laws for distracted driving in general, but especially when
someone loses their life and extra especially in a school zone.

A couple years ago in Monroe, a distracted driver ran a red light at an excessive speed hitting another car and killing two people. She walked free with misdemeanor vehicular manslaughter and no jail time. Now this
woman gets a misdemeanor charge for killing a child while driving distracted. No matter what the excuse was, she could have pulled over.

This is a slap in the face to the mother who lost her child due to another person’s negligence. And | pray that | never have to experience what she's going through.

I hope this message gets to you and that something can be done about situations like this. We have lost too many people due to distracted driving and | see far too often people not respecting school zones or school
buses.

Thank you,
Kristen Barker



in support
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com

support the enactment of Aspen's Law, and the enforcement of stronger penalties in school zones. Reckless and distracted driving have driven up accidents and deaths across the country.
Ne are losing our most precious citizens when this happens in school zones. Better multidirectional signage, and especially the knowledge that infractions will invoke strict penalties will

zncourage safer driving, and fewer incidents.
lease enact this law in honor of Lakota East High School student Aspen Runnels, taken from us too soon at 15 years old.

Sincerely,

Maggie Panyko
3301 Luster Dr.
MNest Chester, OH
513-766-6924

| support this
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Tue 4/15/2025 11:01 PM

To aspenslaw@grnail.com

| agree with this proposed law because | believe that killing someone deserves more than 30 days in jail. This woman will serve her 30 days in jail then be able go home and tuck her kids in.
However Aspen's mother will never get to tuck her son in, or even hear his voice again because of someone's selfish act of not paying attention in a school zone.

Support Letter
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com

Aspens Law is a law to prevent what happened to my family from happening to others.

Last year my baby cousin was hit by a driver who could care less about the fact she was speeding through 1.) a school zone and 2.) a pedestrian crossing. She was more worried about other
things in the vehicle than paying a lick of attention to the road in which she was driving. She was going so fast that she flung his body so hard he never woke up again. Aspens Law is to protect
the kids like Aspen that use that cross walk from adults who think they can get away with this MURDER with a slap on the wrist, which was precisely what the woman who hit and KILLED my
cousin got. | support this Law because | support those children's safety AND FUTURE from ignorant, selfish and idiotic adults who don't practice safe driving. A felony would be much

deserved. If you have any questions feel free to call me at 765-346-3864.

Megan N Tucker, CNA

Law
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Yahoo <tnmfoster@yahoo.com: |
To aspenslaw@gmail.com Wed 4/23/2025 4:41 PM

I am disgusted that the driver whose actions resulted in the death of a student was only charged with a misdemeanor. This is absurd! The teen was in a crosswalk! Protect our children in crosswalks and during school

hours by making it a felony. | am a Lakota parent as well.
Michelle Foster

Aspens law
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com

| support this law because aspen was my friend, and ive seen people speed around children and just people in general.

The fact that it wasnt a felony for hitting aspen, and it was barely considered a serious crime, negligence adding into it as well, it makes me upset and angry.
I really hope this law is passed, if someone doesnt want to be careful around others, and ends up hurting others or worse, then something needs to be done.
How is it fair for construction workers to be more protected and forewarned that they are there, than young people who have barely lived?
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Sat 4/12/2025 7:26 PM

Nick Davis <ndavis443@gmail.com>

To aspenslaw@gmail.com

| support the Aspen law in support of Aspen Runnels family. There should be strict laws in place to protect children in school areas.

Support
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Nikki Heaton <nikiiheaton1517@gmail com> ‘,ﬁRE"'? 9 ReplyAll | = Fomard | |

Mon 4/21/2023 %:36 AM

To aspenslaw@gmail.com
| support Aspen's law because | am a mother and can’timagine this tragedy happening to my children.

Nikki Binkley



Please Support Aspen’s Law!
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Pam Melton <jrgmelt@yahoo.com:>
To aspenslaw@gmail.com

As a former teacher, | would like to give my wholehearted support to Aspen's Law. Many people slow down in a school zone, but typically not to the speed limit. As schools dismiss, it is a big rush of kids, cars and
activity. People MUST go the speed limit or suffer the consequences. A misdemeanor for speeding and killing a student is unreal. We teach consequences in education, it should be the same in politics. Sincerely,

Pamela Keever Melton, Troy, Ohio

House Bill 203 Support
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com

1]

To whom it may concern -

| am writing to provide support for house bill 203 "Aspens Law." Aspen was struck and killed by a distracted driver in a school zone which should be a high safety zone for children. Increasing
the punishment for distracted driving incidents in school zones to match the punishment provided to our construction zone workers when an incident occurs will increase awareness of

incidents occurring and in turn increase safety for kids in our community.
With support,

Rachael Lechleitner

937.470.1801

Rachael.Lechleitner@gmail.com

Aspen's Law
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com

To whom it may concern-

| am fully in support of Aspen's Law. No young person should be worried about their safety while pursuing their education & we definitely need stricter protocols and laws in ALL school zones.
Thank you,

Shawn Burkett

Dayton, Ohio

Aspen's law
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com

e Ehrhardt, Sandra (ehrharsl) <ehrharsl @UCMAILUC.EDU>

@ If there are problems with how this message is displayed, click here to view it in a web browser,
| support this Aspen's law to impact and improve protection of our children.

Thanks,
Sandy Ehrhardt
Program Director

University of Cincinnati

Continuing Education

Great Lakes OSHA Education Center
1800 207-9398 phone
Osha-ed@uc.edu email
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Thu 4/10/2025 431 PM

April9, 2025

As a high school teacher, | support the law reform initiative referred to as Aspen Rennels Law. To me it is unconscionable that there aren’t higher penalties for speeding or striking someone in
a school crosswalk. We even give special protection to construction workers, probably because they belong to a union or work for the city. We need to better protect our children on the way
to school from unwary motorists!

Rick W. Manoff

Cincinnati OH 45248

Support
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To aspenslaw@grnail.com

| support this law because our children need more protection. Think if it were your your child and you had to feel what these parents are going through. | URGE YOU TO PASS THIS LAW!!!!

Thank you,

Rebecca Geisz

aspen’s law
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Reina Ryan <reina.ryan@icloud.com>
To aspenslaw@gmail.com

| agree with this proposed law because what happened to Aspen should never happen to any kid again. Aspen was in my French class last year and it still baffles me that they aren't still in our grade and won't walk the

graduation stage with us in 2 years. A kid's life was taken away.



Support for Aspens law
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Thu 4/10/2025 5:33 PM
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| agree with this proposed law because all children should feel safe at school especially while walking in a crosswalk. | also feel that anyone who kills a child like that should receive a more strict sentence... like years,
behind bars.

Sincerely,

Sarah Black

I am in support of this law!
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Tue 4/26/202
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Hello,

I am in support of this law because itis one that should already be in place! The lives of our children, especially when attending school, should be protected at the highest degree! The fact
that a child can be utilizing a crosswalk, correctly, and be hit and killed by a careless driver, and that driver doesn’t receive any jail time is horrendous! It’s not even a felony charge? If a
construction worker is hit, and not even killed, it’s a mandatory felony charge!!! Are the lives of children not even as important in the eyes of the law? | am a tax paying citizen and Mother in
the state of Ohio and | demand our children’s precious lives are protected!

Sincerely,
Summer Teel

Support of Aspens Law
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To whom it may concern:

| am writing to express my strong support for the proposed enhanced penalties for speeding and reckless driving in school zones. Protecting the safety of children, parents, and school staff
should be a top priority, and stricter consequences for dangerous driving behaviors near schools are a necessary step toward that goal. These zones are high-risk areas where even minor

infractions can result in tragic outcomes. Enhanced penalties will serve as a stronger deterrent, encourage responsible driving, and demonstrate our collective commitment to safeguarding
our communities’ most vulnerable members: children

Stephen G Roschel, BSN, RN

For Aspen
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To whom it may concern-

I am fully in support of Aspen’s Law. No young person should be worried about their safety while pursuing their education & we definitely need stricter protocols and laws in ALL school
zones.

Thank you,

Ryan Stacy
Washington Township, OH

Letter of Support
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To Whom it May Concern,
1 agree with the proposed Law for Aspen Runnels , and | want to express my urgent support of the law to increase penalties and mandatory jail time for hitting and killing a child in an active school zone area .

I am a resident in Butler County with two teenage sons, age 15 and 17. They both attend the Lakota East schools and walk to and from activities around the area . | am also friends with the mother of Aspen , and my son was a
friend/ classmate who witnessed the traumatic aftermath of the accident .

I have personally witnessed the mental and emotional anguish of his mother , losing her anly child a week before school was released . This is something that no mother should have to endure . This tragedy affected my entire
family - as we felt very sickened for the parents of the victim and for the current lack of protection for our kids in Ohio .

It also feels very counterintuitive that an elective job , such as construction , has elevated penalties for vehicular death in a construction zone ; however, compulsory education and the lack of provided transportation forces our
children into a situation where they must walk to and from school, leaving no substantial consequences for vehicular negligence that threatens their very lives .

There have been too many schoel zone vehicular/ pedestrian accidents in our district alone , and it is only a matter of luck that some of the children had survived these injuries . This has parents of the district in a panic . With

school violence and shooting on the rise , this is just one more danger that presents itself to our most valued members of our family - our children . Sending our children to school should not feel like we are sending them off to
imminent danger .

Please listen to the voices of the parents in the community , elevating the penalties to felony and mandatory jail time when a child is hit and killed . This revision of law would give assurance to many parents in Ohio that our
children and their safety during education is a priority of our state government .

sincerely,
Sophia Woods

Butler County Resident
Lakota School district



Aspens law
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To aspenslaw@gmail.com Fri 4/11/2025 £:07 AM

I'm writing today as a concerned mother of five children..and three grandchildren. Two of my children are still attending the high school where this tragedy took place. Hundreds of children
have to go to school every day knowing that they lost a dear friend right outside their school. Our entire community mourns daily for the senseless loss of a brilliant young life that had so
much to give the world. This young man lost the days and years that he was so entitled to have. Our world has lost this young man and all of his gifts. This family has been robbed of the
time they deserved with this brilliant human.

We make laws around how schools must operate. We make laws requiring schools to follow certain agendas to get funding to teach our children. We raise our children to follow rules and
follow laws because they are meant to protect them. After all of that we expect them to comprehend that one of their own could be gone and the fine/punishment for that does not fit the
action.....which is incomprehensible.

Driving a car is not a guaranteed right just because of age. Itis not guaranteed because you passed a test. Itis a privilege. With that privilege comes extreme responsibility that ..error or
not...comes with consequences if that privilege causes harm.

Afelony in Ohio is listed as a crime that causes serious harm. Manslaughter is serious harm... Striking anyone with a car causing death is manslaughter. Thereis no reasonable, logical or
understandable way to not correlate the two.

Aspen was following the laws and obeying the rules. The person who struck him was not. | personally drive my twins to school every day and pick them up every day because of the fear of
their walking due to this incident. | see cars speeding through the school zones in our city everyday. Itis clear that flashing lights and signs are not as important as someone’s desire to get
their grande mocha frape whipped coffee. Itis clear that the flowers posted and signs we have personally placed throughout the area asking people to slow down are not enough. MNo one
seems to care. Noone seems to care until it impacts them which is clearly what we don’t want to happen again.

The sad fact is we know it's going to happen again.

Ohio needs to be the forefather in setting the standard to force drivers to respect pedestrian areas, speed limits and school zones. Ohio has the chance to pass this law to say we recognize
that what was in place is not enough and this is the first step.

Our state deserves better

Our city deserves better

Our community deserves better
Our children deserve better

We need to do better Ohio

Aspen is watching and he knows we can do better

Please pass this law immediately



