Hello, my name is Trisha Parnell, my daughter is Madisyn (Maddy) Beare. On November 1st,
2018 my world was forever changed by a phone call no mother ever wants to receive, “your
daughter has been in an accident”. My world somehow stopped, yet moved so fast as | tried
to process what | had just heard. Maddy was in a crosswalk in an active school zone with
the lights activated when she was hit by a speeding driver and thrown 84 ft. Maddy suffered
a chipped shoulder blade, broken collar bone, broken ankle, 4 breaks in her pelvis and a
torn ACL; by the grace of God and a large backpack she did not hit her head. That backpack
literally saved her life. For weeks we staying in the hospital while she recovered from
multiple surgeries and learned how to move her safely at home because she wasn’t
allowed to walk for 2 months due to her pelvic injuries, then we spent more than 10 months
attending physical therapy and having more surgeries. The driver that hit Maddy was only
charged with failure to yield at a crosswalk and speeding in a school zone, his charges
never indicated the violence and pain he inflicted on my daughter. He was allowed to getin
a car and drive the next day while my daughter had to lay in a bed completely robbed of her
independence. Maddy had to be carried to the bathroom, the shower, the car anywhere
and everywhere while she healed.

| drive by that crosswalk everyday and | am constantly reminded of the moment that
changed me and Maddy.

Maddy is resilient and strong, she decided she wasn’t going to let that moment define her;
but as her mom | can never let that moment go. Then on May 15th, 2024 tragedy struck
again, this time far worse than 5 years prior. | shook and cried as | read about Aspen’s
accident. Having never met her before | desperately wanted to reach Christina because |
knew exactly how she felt in that moment. That feeling was short lived because unlike me
she was forced to say goodbye to her only child. When we learned of those drivers charges
and soft penalties it was like a gut punch, the only option at that point was to work together
to create change. Aspen could not have died for no reason, we needed to create change for
the future. That is why we are standing in front of you today.

Today we are asking you to help us afford all children trying to safely attend school the
same level of protection that is provided to construction zone workers in the state of Ohio;
we are asking for you to vote The Aspen Runnels Law into existence.

Thank you for your time today.



