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Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Isaacsohn, and members of the
House Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on
House Bill 296. This legislation establishes a 180-day (or 6 month) grace period for outstanding
court-assessed fines or fees owed by incarcerated Ohioans when they immediately exit prison.

Imagine being let out of prison, after months or years of incarceration. You have paid your debt
to society, and you are ready to start fresh. You want to rebuild your life, make better choices,
get a job, find a home and reacclimate to society. However, you are immediately faced with
mounting fines and fees that have accumulated during that time -- and because you haven’t
been able to get a job yet — the amount continues to rise.

This legislation intends to help individuals overcome a huge barrier that has the potential to
change the trajectory of their path forward. In the early period after prison, the risks of
recidivism, suicide, drug relapse, homelessness, and unemployment for men and women are
particularly high. Ohio communities are safer, stronger, and more prosperous when returning
citizens can quickly find work and begin to establish a sense of normalcy and purpose in their
lives.

To be clear, this bill does not forgive debt, change the amount owed, or apply to restitution.
Instead, it simply presses the pause button for six months to give returning citizens a brief
window of relief to concentrate on what really matters: finding a job, securing a place to live,
and reconnecting with family and their community. No payments would be required for fines,
fees, financial sanctions, or court costs related to criminal proceedings during this pause.

Alabama, Oklahoma, and Tennessee already offer a 180-day grace period for fines and fees after
incarceration. Ohio has an opportunity to also lead on this initiative and implement a
commonsense policy that supports both reentry and public safety.
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Thank you, Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Isaacsohn, and members of
the House Judiciary Committee for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony for House Bill
296. | would be happy to answer any questions at this time.



