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Chairman Thomas, Vice-Chairman Swearingen, Ranking Member
Synenberg, and members of the House Judiciary Committee, thank you for

the opportunity to testify today on House Bill 256.

The purpose for this legislation is to provide a balanced, fair, and child-
focused approach to custody for unmarried parents. As we know, children
benefit when both parents are actively engaged in their upbringing. This bill
_encourages fathers to participate fully in their child’s life while providing

legal clarity for both parents.



House Bill 256 ensures that both mothers and fathers have the opportunity to
share in the responsibilities and joys of parenting. By emphasizing joint
involvement, the bill promotes stability, continuity, and healthy relationships

for children, which are proven to support emotional and social development.

This bill also responsibly limits parental rights for individuals convicted of
rape or sexual battery, ensuring children are protected from unsafe

environments.



