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Chairman Thomas, Vice-Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and fellow 

members of the Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today on HB 

282 today. 

As America’s immigration and border crisis continues to take front-page attention, 

we see many judges who are refusing to consider a defendant’s immigration status as 

important context in sentencing. This is evident in cases like that of Oscar Eduardo Ortega-

Anguiano, where a twice-deported illegal alien was convicted of gross vehicular 

manslaughter and only sentenced to 10 years in prison, where he only had to serve 3. It is 

unfair to all Ohioans to give guests in our country, whether welcome or not, what ultimately 

becomes lesser sentences. 

Specifically, this bill requires that judges consider one’s immigration status, 

including whether they are here legally or illegally, in sentencing for felonies and 

misdemeanors, in determining probation, and in determining bail. This analysis is very 

similar to the same standard that all American citizens undergo when sentenced. They face 

tougher penalties and bails if they have been previously charged or convicted of crimes or 

are currently on probation, parole, or bond for another offense.  
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Considering immigration status ensures that illegal aliens, who are already breaking 

the law by being in America, can be adequately sentenced for what has essentially become 

a pattern of lawless behavior and disregard for our justice system.  

To deny judges the ability to consider immigration status is essentially to deny them 

a full picture of the offender when protecting our communities and families. The one 

requirement of being present in America should always, at the very least, be a respect for 

our laws, and judges should be allowed extra scrutiny in examining non-citizens who break 

our country’s laws to assure our communities are safe and we provide a proper deterrent to 

criminal conduct by non-citizens.  

Chairman Thomas, Vice-Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and 

members of the House Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide 

sponsor testimony on House Bill 256. I welcome any questions you may have. 
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