Representative Cindy Abrams

State Representative for the 29" House District

Chairman Thomas Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the House
Judiciary Committee, thank you for giving us the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill
372.

Friday, May 2, 2025, was likely a normal day for most of us. Schools were getting ready for summer
break, vacation plans were being made, and the weather was warming up. For Mrs. Henderson and her
family, it would be the worst day of their lives.

Following his time with the United States Marine Corp, Larry Henderson served with the Hamilton
County Sheriff’s Department for 33 years before retiring in December of 2024. Despite his retirement,
Deputy Henderson loved his community and continued to serve special details for the Sheriff’s
Department when needed. One of those details was traffic control for the University of Cincinnati’s
Spring Commencement Ceremony on May 2", where the University welcomes tens of thousands of
people on to campus.

While thousands of individuals were celebrating their college graduation, Deputy Henderson was
ensuring that the people attending the ceremony could cross the busy street. Deputy Henderson stood at
the corner of Martin Luther King Dr and Burnet Woods Dr in Clifton near the traffic box, on the
sidewalk, manually running the light as a car entered the turn lane, waited for other traffic to pass before
accelerating onto the corner, striking and killing him. One man made the decision to hit and kill Deputy
Henderson because of the uniform he was wearing.

While proudly wearing the uniform, Larry Henderson was a man of high integrity, had a great sense of
humor, and was compassionate. He was a husband, a father of five, a grandfather, and most recently a
foster father to a six-month-old and a two-year-old.

Sadly, here in Ohio we have lost three officers in the line of duty this year alone; Deputy Larry
Henderson, Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office, Deputy Daniel Weston Sherrer, Morrow County Sherrif’s
Office, and Officer Phillip Wagner, Lorain Police Department.

Aggravated murder is defined in the Ohio Revised Code as purposefully causing the death of another.
There are also two subsections within ORC Sec. 2903.01 that call out the intentional deaths of specific
classes that this bill deals with, (E) and (F). These sections cover the intentional killing of peace officers,
prosecutors, corrections officers, first responders, and military members. Each of these groups of people
work to ensure that our communities and our nation are protected, safe, and free. The intentional killing of
anyone in these groups of people is a direct threat to our safety, security, and freedom.



House Bill 372 will establish that threatening safety by Killing a peace officer, corrections officer,
prosecutor, first responder, or military member will be met with a serious punishment. Under current law,
the penalty for aggravated murder of these specific groups of people is the death penalty, life
imprisonment without parole, or life imprisonment with the possibility of parole after serving 25 or 30
years. House Bill 372 simply takes away the possibility of parole, making the penalty, decided by the jury
and judge, the death penalty or life imprisonment without the possibility of parole.

When a cop Killer is eligible for parole, the families, friends, and coworkers of the victims have to relive
the death of their loved ones and the pain and grief that comes with it by testifying in front of the Parole
Board on why they should not be released from prison. House Bill 372 will make sure these families
never have to go through this pain. When | was a police officer, we would type out a letter to the parole
board for everyone from our shift to sign any time a cop killer was up for parole. With every letter and
signature, | could not understand why we even had to do this. The person was tried and convicted for
deciding to purposefully kill a police officer. | did not believe, even back then, that the co-workers or the
families of the officers should have to go through this. This bill ensures that the cop killers who threaten
the safety of our communities are given the worst punishments possible.

It is important to note that House Bill 372 does not add the death penalty as a penalty option of
aggravated murder. The Ohio Revised Code already allows the death penalty as an option in this situation.
House Bill 372 also changes what classes of people qualify under section (E) in 2903.01. It changes law
enforcement officer to peace officer as a peace officer must be certified by the Ohio Peace Officer
Training Commission. This definition still encompasses law enforcement at the state, county, and
municipal level. This section still applies to prosecutors as it does under current law and will soon bring
corrections officers back into this category as well.

Ohio’s law enforcement, first responders, and military members risk their lives daily for our safety. It is
our turn to prove to them that we have their backs, not just with words but action, by ensuring that cop
Killers stay where they belong, in prison.

Thank you again for the opportunity to give sponsor testimony on House Bill 372. We would be happy to
answer any questions.



