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Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the

committee, thank you for the opportunity to present House Bill 372, the Larry Henderson Act.

This legislation strengthens Ohio’s laws against one of the most heinous acts of violence: the
intentional killing of those who dedicate their lives to protecting our communities. Specifically, HB
372 provides that when an adult offender is convicted of aggravated murder of a peace officer,
prosecutor, first responder, or military member, the sentence will be either death or life without the

possibility of parole.

Unfortunately, we bring this bill forward in response to a disturbing trend. In recent years, we have
seen a sharp rise in targeted attacks against law enforcement and first responders nationwide.
According to the FBI, ambush-style attacks on officers are at their highest levels in decades. Larry
Henderson was simply helping guide traffic for UC’s commencement ceremony when he was
targeted, attacked, and murdered for being a peace officer. Prosecutors and first responders have
also faced growing threats simply for carrying out their duties. These are not random crimes — they
are deliberate assaults on the rule of law and on the very people who run toward danger when others

run away.

House Bill 372 makes clear that Ohio will not tolerate such violence. When someone murders a
peace officer, they are not only taking an innocent life but rather they are attempting to intimidate

our entire system of justice and public safety. That demands the strongest possible penalty.



Chairman Thomas and members of the committee, HB 372 reaffirms our state’s commitment to
those who stand on the front lines every day. I respectfully urge your support of this bill. Thank you

for your consideration, and I welcome any questions.
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