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Ohio House of Representatives

House Civil Justice Committee
Proponent Testimony on House Bill 441
Presented by:

Chad Budreau, President

Ohio Association of Broadcasters
October 7, 2025

Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, and Ranking Member Synenberg:

Thank you for allowing me to submit written proponent testimony on House Bill 441. My name is Chad
Budreau, President of the Ohio Association of Broadcasters (OAB). The OAB is the trade association
representing more than 350 radio and television stations licensed to serve communities throughout the
State of Ohio.

OAB’s members are deeply committed to responsible journalism and public service. HB 441 provides a
fair and predictable legal framework that allows OAB members to continue informing communities.

Under current law, the one-year limitations period for defamation claims can be triggered by the date of
discovery, creating prolonged exposure to litigation for broadcasters, even years after a story airs or a
statement i1s made. HB 441 proposes to clarify that the one-year statute of limitations for libel and slander
begins at the time of publication or when the words were spoken.

This clarification ensures legal consistency and reduces the potential for frivolous and opportunistic
lawsuits. HB 441 allows stations to focus resources on serving Ohioans with local news, emergency
information, and community service rather than long-term legal monitoring.

Thank you to Representatives Stewart and Mathews for introducing HB 441 and we appreciate the
committee’s consideration of this legislation.

Respectfully,
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