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Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, ranking member Synenberg, members of
the House Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor

testimony on House Bill 338, Andys Law.

On Christmas Day, 2024, Andrew Lansing was brutally murdered by an inmate.
Since then, I’ve heard countless stories from prison employees detailing the
problems with Ohio’s prison system. These problems were what allowed Andy’s
murder to happen, and my goal with this bill is to minimize the possibility that
another officer is killed in the line of duty.

This legislation will reform Ohio’s prisons and make them a much safer
environment to work. Currently, there are dangerous drugs flooding our prisons, a
lack of tools available for prison staff to fight this influx, and a general safety
concern for employees. Inmates that are bringing drugs in and assaulting officers
are not facing serious enough repercussions to deter them from stopping these
violations in the future. As a result, the staff vacancy rate at many prisons,
especially level 3 prisons, is approaching a critical level. This legislation will fix a
majority of these issues and provide the department with a solid foundation to

continually improve internal operations for years to come.



The key points of HB 338 are:

Create a mandatory sentence of life without parole if an inmate murders a
DRC or DYS employee;

Create a mandatory, 7-year consecutive sentence if an inmate commits a
felonious assault against a DRC or DYS employee;

Create a mandatory, 3-year sentence for assault of a DRC or DYS employee
and make it an assault to throw a bodily fluid at a DRC or DYS employee
Allow supervisors and higher-ranking staff members of prisons to detain
individuals found to be attempting to convey an illegal substance into prison;
Ensure all Level 3 and 4 prisons have drug-sniffing dogs at their institution
within 2 years and all lower-level prisons have K9 units within 5 years;
Require DRC and DYS to fully cooperate with the Correctional Institution
Inspection Committee as much as possible to ensure transparency of the
fullest possible extent;

Strengthen consequences for serious rule violations committed by inmates;
Create new requirements to be appointed Director of the Department of
Rehabilitation and Corrections;

Require DRC to hire a consultant to assist in helping address the staffing
crisis currently happening in Ohio prisons;

Move all Level 3 and 4 prison visitation to no-contact visitation.

These sweeping changes are necessary to show DRC and DYS employees that
their safety is valued by the state. It’s shameful that it took the death of a husband

and father for us to realize there needs to be changes made to our prison system,

but, as Legislators, we need to do everything in our power to prevent another

death.

Thank you for allowing me to provide sponsor testimony, I will now take any

questions.



