
Good morning, Chairman-Thomas, Vice Chairman-Swearinger and Ranking Member- 
Synenberg, and members of this Judiciary Committee. Also, Jeff and Elise for taking all my 
calls and corresponding with me.  

My name is James Thomas Skaggs, I am an active Correction Officer, where Andy Lansing 
was murdered 316 days ago on Christmas morning. Andy took his last BREATH at 7:16 am 
after his second brutal beating. He had no clue; he clocked in as a Corrections Officer for 
the last 1 hour and 16 minutes of his life. I personally saw Andy leaving with the Lucas 
Machine over his chest and I saw that his skull was dented in. One of the first responders 
from inside RCI told me that Andy was already gone when they arrived at the tie shack and 
he had no pulse or heartbeat. I responded by saying, “ok, thanks for being honest with me, 
give Andy back his honor,” and he died on his post not later. They told his wife, Elmond, that 
they were transporting him to OSU and put him in the squad. The lights on the squad were 
never turned on, and they never went over the speed limit. Elmond followed behind the 
squad and was upset about them not turning on the signal lights. Adena Regional Medical 
Center made her think; they still had a chance at life for an hour drive; it makes me sick. 
Adena knew he had passed and they had him as far away from RCI as possible.  

Let us talk about Correctional Officers’ life. We work inside a hostile environment, where 
we are constantly called names, physically threatened and yet expected to be a happy go 
lucky person that absorbs it and keeps on trucking. Mental fatigue and stress are serious, I 
will explain about what I am going through: 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Drugs are the main issue with Ohio prisons; we do nothing and allow them in weekly/daily 
drops. Real K-9’s are needed at every Level 3-4 prison. Until then, our first step is to shut 
down the drug crisis issue inside the fence and have no contact in visiting. This is not 
punishment or cruelty; it is a serious resolution to crush drugs from coming into the 
institution. In visiting, we allow visitors to buy food for inmate(s) and in return, they can 
place tiny packs of drugs in it for them to swallow. The drugs are only retrieved if they are 
caught in the act and inmate is placed on defecation watch. When Death Row comes into 
the visiting room unrestrained; they are sitting near children, females, moms, and dads. 
Some of them are serial killers and rapists and you are allowing a potentially bad day to 
happen. Drugs are the main reason the recidivism rate will not drop; they are in our prisons 
and brought in from the streets. We have a lot of bad people living in prison and they return 



at an alarming rate from Level 3-4. It is at 32.71 percent after just 3 years which is one out 
of three. Ohio prison’s mission statement is to lower the recidivism rate with the ones we 
touch. Programming through some means works and Housing Unit 8B has the best 
programs on the compound.  

The Barber School, we do not need this at a Level 3-4 camp. The inmates have straight 
razors, and they pass them during class, and the grooming policy is not enforced. The 
money spent on these two teachers would be way better spent on K-9’s to shutdown drugs 
at the entry point.  

GTL tablets need removed ASAP, due to being a security issue; I will explain:  

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In closing, Andy Lansing was murdered for being a solid Corrections Officer; this is 
unacceptable by all of us inside the fence and his family. I was not his best friend but here I 
am risking my job today. There are a lot of awesome Corrections Officers in corrections and 
the bad rap they get is unfair. There has not been one inmate at our prison that has ever 
been killed or murdered by a Corrections Officer. Please help us and the future Corrections 
Officers never endure what we have with the brutal murder of Andy Lansing.  

Thanks for all your time and consideration.  

 


