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 Good morning Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, 

and members of the House Judiciary committee. Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

proponent testimony on HB 338, Andy's Law. 

 

 My name is Lisa Newman and I fully support Andy’s Law. 

 

 Growing up as Andy’s youngest sibling, I did not realize the extent of his reach until he 

was brutally murdered by Rashawn Cannon on Christmas morning of 2024. The amount of 

people that came forward to testify on Andy’s character was beyond amazing  People that Andy 

had worked with in the United States Army, people under the Department of Justice who along 

with Andy helped train Iraqis how to run their prisons, the Special Response Team that Andy 

trained and other correctional officers from across the country all testified to his character.  

 

 To begin, Andy’s Law will provide stronger penalties against incarcerated persons when 

they commit assault with a bodily fluid, a simple physical assault, a felonious assault, and for 

what happened to my brother: murder. An incarcerated person’s sentence will be lengthened 

depending on the severity of the assault. The most extreme assault which results in an officer’s 

death will increase the incarcerated person’s sentence to a mandatory minimum of life in prison 

without the possibility of parole. It should be noted, Ross County is currently seeking the Death 

Penalty against my brother's murderer, which would put him right back at the scene of the crime 

- Ross Correctional Institution.  

 



 

 

 In addition, Andy’s Law will provide protections for the spouses of fallen officers and 

prison staff.  

• Spouses will receive free medical care for life.  

• Shortly after fallen Correctional Officer Andrew Lansing’s death, his spouse received 

notification that the medical insurance was terminated. 

• Prison employees will have access to mental health services and copays will be waived 

for this treatment.  

 

 Other safeguards will be implemented under Andy’s Law in order to reduce the 

opportunity for drugs and other paraphernalia to be brought into the prisons.  

•  During visitations, visitors’ coats will be removed and stored away from the visitation 

area 

•  All prisons will have a contraband detecting K9 

•  Food service employees will be subject to the same entrance and exit procedures as 

prison staff 

•  Prison staff will be trained and have the authority to detain anyone that they suspect is 

violating laws 

 

 Andy’s Law will dictate that any person assigned to the Director’s position have served in 

corrections for a minimum of five years and have served at Level 3 or greater facilities for a 

minimum of three years.  

 

 Finally, Andy’s Law will establish requirements for incarcerated persons to meet in order 

to  be eligible for vocational training  

•  Incarcerated persons at high security facilities must not have any infractions or tickets 

written against them for a twelve month period 

•  Higher education will not be offered at high security facilities 

•  High security facilities will not provide tablets to incarcerated persons 

 



 

 

 Andrew Lansing was more than just a model correctional officer, he was a trainer, a 

mentor, a man who could be relied on, a man who would cover major holiday shifts so that 

younger officers with small children at home could be with their families. 

  

 Andy’s Law will be a model to support our failing correctional system. Please do not let 

my brother’s death be in vain. Pass HB 338 Andy’s Law and make something positive happen 

from all of this. Put the protections in place to protect the correctional officers and their families 

from injustice.  

 

 Thank you for allowing me to express my support of Andy’s Law. 


