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Chair Thomas, Vice-Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg and members of the House Judiciary
Committee, I appreciate the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 338. Our
Association is particularly interested in and supportive of the portions of the bill related to aggravated
murder, assault, illegal conveyance, and harassment with a bodily substance.

As this committee knows, this bill is a response to the tragic murder of Corrections Officer Andrew “Andy”
Lansing at the hands of an inmate at the Ross Correctional Institution on Christmas Day 2024. It is also a
response to broader problems of violence targeting our corrections officers and broader problems
associated with drug trafficking and drug abuse within the prison system. These problems have led to
difficult and dangerous working conditions for our corrections officers system wide and have created issues
for recruitment and retention.

House Bill 338 secks to address these problems by, among other things, increasing accountability for
aggravated murder as well as some of the other common criminal acts that take place in our prisons and our
local correctional facilities. Consequently, the bill should also help deter future acts of violence against
corrections officers and future acts of bringing drugs and other contraband into our correctional facilties.

Specifically, our Association supports the provisions of House Bill 338:

Expanding Aggravated Murder to prohibit purposely causing the death of a visitor, volunteer,
person on the grounds of a state correctional institution or local correctional facility, an employee
of DRC or DYS, an employee of a probation department, or a contractor providing services to
DRC or DYS when the victim is either on the grounds of the facility or was murdered because of
their status as an employee, volunteer, or contractor of one of these entities.

Increasing the penalty for assault committed by a person who is under custody from a fifth
degree felony to a third degree felony to include assaults that occur in local correctional facilities, in
addition to state correctional facilities, and for assaults that occur off the grounds of state or local
correctional facilities against these individuals during work hours and while engaged in their official
duties.



Creating a specification for assault or felonious assault of a visitor, volunteer, DRC employee,
DYS employee, probation department employee, or a contractor providing services to DRC or
DYS.

Increasing the penalty for illegal conveyance for offenders who are visitors, volunteers, or
persons on the grounds of a state correctional institution or local correctional facility, or
contractors or employees of contractors providing services to DRC or DYS.

Requiring mandatory time for harassment with a bodily substance under R.C. 2921.38.

Increasing the penalties for these offenses, and in particular providing for mandatory additional prison time,
will help ensure that individuals who are already serving time in a state prison or who are in custody of a
local correctional facility and who go on to engage in new crimes against the employees of these facilities are
held accountable for their new crimes. Currently, an offender who assaults a corrections officer or harasses a
corrections officer with a bodily substance may be sentenced to serve the time concurrently to whatever
they are in prison or jail for to begin with. When this happens there are no new consequences for the new
crime and consequently no deterrent to committing the offense to begin with. House Bill 338 resolves that
issue. The bill will give prosecutors more assurance that the use of their time and resources to prosecute
these offenses will achieve some measure of justice. It will give DRC, DYS, and our local jails another tool
to help manage the people in their custody. And hopefully, it will ultimately help deters these acts and
improve the working conditions of our corrections officers and others who do the important work of
managing these institutions.

In addition to these current provisions of the bill, we have discussed with the sponsors two additional ideas
that we would like to see included in this legislation. First, we would like to see the specification for assault
or felonious assault be expanded to peace officers engaged in their official duties. Second, we know that
corrections officers in DYS face many of the same problems that our corrections officers in DRC face in
terms of these offenses. While the provisions of the bill apply to DYS facilities, juvenile offenders who have
been committed to DYS until the age of 21 may not be deterred from committing these offenses knowing
that they cannot be sentenced to more time in DYS. We believe it would be beneficial to find a way to more
easily remove these juvenile offenders from DYS and place them in DRC. Again, we believe that the
possibility of this consequence would be one way to deter the behavior to begin with and improve the safety
of our youth prisons.

For these reasons, we support House Bill 338 and encourage the committee’s favorable consideration of the
bill. We would like to thank Rep. Johnson and Rep. Plummer for their work on this issue. I would be happy
to answer any questions the committee has.



