Testimony to the House Judiciary Committee on HB 338 (Andy’s Law)

Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the
House Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present proponent testimony on
HB 338, Andy’s Law.

My name is Erinn Cottrill, 1 am here to express the critical need for this HB 338 to pass, a need
grounded in my personal experiences and observations over nearly a decade working for the
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction. As | approach my 10-year anniversary at
Chillicothe Correctional Institution, I've had the unique and often painful perspective of seeing
both firsthand and vicariously the devastating impact that the current system has on employees,
their families, and the institution as a whole.

During my time with ODRC, I've spent seven years as a Correctional Officer and the rest as an
Administrative Professional 1. I've personally experienced assault and witnessed assaults on
my fellow Correctional Officers and staff. The neglect, disregard, and failure to properly support
those affected by these incidents—both the direct victims and the secondary trauma
experienced by families and coworkers—is unacceptable.

As a Correctional Officer with just three months of experience, | was attacked by an
incarcerated person when | attempted to place handcuffs on him after he became upset about a
conduct report. He used the handcuffs to strike me in a chopping motion, severely injuring my
wrist and thumb. The damage was significant, and | was sent to the hospital for treatment
before being placed on Limited Inmate Contact status.

In late 2022, Officer Tracy Messer was violently attacked by an inmate. She was pulled from her
chair at the desk, beaten, and left in a pool of her own blood. | was the first on the scene, and
the sight of her injuries is one | will never forget. Despite the brutal nature of her assault, Tracy
has been neglected and denied the support she desperately needs. The Department has failed
to provide her with the mental health resources she needs to cope with the trauma, she’s been
forced to fight for the surgeries and therapies she needs to heal both physically and mentally.
The inmate involved was removed, but Tracy has been left to pick up the pieces, forgotten by
the system she served.

The aftermath of Officer Andrew Lansing’s murder is another deeply personal tragedy. His
death and the trauma experienced by my colleague, a woman that | call my sister, who
apprehended the killer immediately afterward, have left an indelible mark. My friend is one of the
strongest people | know, but she is broken. | have heard from others who knew Andy, including
Death Row inmates who wept for the loss of the man they respected. His murder has impacted
more lives than anyone could ever fully understand.

The system’s response to Andy’s death has been equally devastating. His widow received a
letter terminating all of his benefits before his body was even cold. The Department of
Correction, which had once relied on him to provide for his family, discarded him—and by
extension, his family—without hesitation. This cold, unfeeling treatment is the reality that we
face as Correctional Professionals.

There is no bringing Andy back. There is no restoring the dignity that was lost.

Inmates need a system that holds them accountable and proper support must be provided to
those of us who put our lives on the line every day.

Kind regards, Erinn M. Cottrill






