
Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the House 
Judiciary committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of HB 338, Andy’s Law.  

My name is Katelynn Newman, and I have worked within the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction under multiple capacities since 2015, to also include military service during the COVID 
pandemic and voluntary overtime at the Indian River Juvenile facility. I currently serve as a Corrections 
Officer at Ross Correctional Institution.  

I was one of several officers that apprehended Andy’s attacker Christmas morning last year. I escorted 
the attacker to a holding cage before running to the scene myself. I will never be able to erase those 
memories; the sounds of frantic radio calls for help, the smell of blood in the air, and seeing and hearing 
the end of life for a wonderful man. We at RCI have not been the same since. We are forever broken. 

As I tell you this, I also think of the many colleagues who nearly met similar fate inside the fences of our 
institutions. Tracy Messer, Brandi Brown and Karen Bleise come to mind immediately as they are still 
suffering the physical, emotional, and financial damage caused by brutal inmate attacks. They nearly 
died the same way Andy did. Karen’s attacker only received one year for the brutal 5 minute and 14 
second assault that left her permanently disabled for life. Brandi was attacked in a gang hit for doing her 
job. 

Two months ago a pregnant visitor at RCI was assaulted in our visiting area that could have been 
prevented by having no contact visiting for level 3 and higher offenders. The news didn’t report on this 
incident. 

I could go on with the continuing increase of the number of brutal assaults alone, but there isn’t enough 
time to state them. Most are never prosecuted. 

 The tablets and laptops are easily jailbroken- allowing incarcerated persons to freely continue 
conducting illegal business within our gates on the taxpayer's dime. They take photos of us and can 
access our personal information undetected. This is an additional threat to our safety. 

The tablets have been used as weapons, their batteries used to light joints, and their call and internet 
capacities to organize gang and drug sales on the outside. When this occurs, the inmate can get a new 
tablet without consequence. When an offender commits a violent crime in prison, they shouldn’t be 
given a tablet.  

Thank you for your time, and I’m happy to answer any questions.   


