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Chair Thompson, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the
committee, thank you for the opportunity to give interested party testimony on House Bill 338, a
bill that makes changes to the correctional policies and procedures among other things at the
Ohio Department of Corrections. My name is Fed Ward, | am the Executive Director of a
statewide organization called Building Freedom Ohio, an organization of people in Ohio who
have been impacted by the criminal justice system.

| spent 10 years in the Mansfield Correctional Institutional Facility and | ran the Ashland
University College program while there. | have been home for 27 years without incident. | know
the incarceration system well and | believe that my organization offers a unique perspective.

We are not here to tell you that we want you to remove the penalties you have included in this
bill, on the contrary, we believe in the structured system that allows us to step down to an
earned reward. These earned rewards were how we received our ability to get into
programming to help change who we were. Education is what helped me to think through how |
got into prison. Education was how | understood who | was as a person and how | could
change.

If you throw bodily fluids on a guard, you should be punished. If you try to sneak in some drugs,
you should be punished. And if you murder a guard, you most certainly should be punished.

| would also like to say some truths today that | believe no one wants to hear.

Aramark employees are not punished when they bring in drugs or contraband. They are just
fired. So not only do they serve terrible food, but they don’t face consequences when caught
doing something that is completely illegal. This company itself faces no penalty or bears no
responsibility to the employees that they hire. When people inside want to move drugs they just
send someone they know to get a job with Aramark so they can get the drugs inside.
Additionally, when incarcerated individuals are not receiving drugs from Aramark or visitors then
they are receiving them from the guards themselves. And it's not only drugs, it's phones and
other contraband items. If you want a brand new Android phone right now, a guard could be
paid $15,000 for delivering that phone.

| wish | could stand up here and say that this bill will fix the problems of the prison systems in
Ohio but it won’t. How is it that a Columbus Police officer fresh out of the academy makes
$70,000 a year and a guard starts $20,000 less. If you want prisons to function properly then
you have to staff them properly and it's not only the guards that need to be staffed but there are



plenty of other jobs that are open such as behavioral healthcare providers and other general
healthcare providers. All of these positions make the prison run more efficiently and safely.

HB 338 is a first step to addressing some of the many problems in Ohio’s incarceration system.
The question you have to ask is do the Prosecutors not trust the investigation that the Highway
Patrol has done or what is the exact reason for why the Prosecutors are not prosecuting. Are
there enough judges in these rural counties to prosecute these cases because there appears to
be plenty of judges in the cities to send people to prison.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify today and | am happy to take any questions you may
have.



