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Dear Members of the Ohio House of Representatives and Senate,

I am writing to offer my strong personal support for House Bill 338, the Mental Health
Awareness and Community Violence Protection Act. As a nurse of almost ten years of
dedicated service to the State of Ohio, | have experienced firsthand the profound impact
that untreated mental health issues can have on public safety, community well-being, and
the lives of those who serve on the front lines. This bill represents a critical step forward in
addressing these challenges through enhanced mental health screenings, community-
based protections, and violence prevention measures—initiatives that could prevent
tragedies like the one | endured and foster safer environments for everyone involved.

On approximately 8/4/2022, while performing my duties in a high-security correctional
facility, | was brutally assaulted by an inmate whose actions were later attributed to
unmanaged mental health crises. This unprovoked attack left me with a concussion,
ongoing migraines, decline in mental health status, anxiety, depression and many other
symptoms relating to this incident. The incident occurred in a confined cell environment
where multiple officers and me as a nurse were present attending to the offender.
Tragically, even though several of the officers were equipped with body cameras as
standard uniform gear, there is no recording of the assault available. This gap in
documentation not only compounded the difficulty in piecing together the events for
investigations and accountability but also highlighted a broader systemic vulnerability: the
limitations of current protocols in capturing critical moments during staff assaults. | was
punched in the face and my head bounced on the concrete wall and | suffered a depilating
concussion which affected my life severely. | have a young family at home and being a
mother, | could not care for them as | would like to because of the lasting affect of the
assault and concussion that | sustained.

That inmate is still housed in the same institution. He has faced almost no meaningful
consequences beyond the usual 2 days in segregation — the same penalty he’s received
multiple times before for attacking staff. This is unacceptable. Offenders who assault



nurses and correctional officers must face real, swift, and lasting consequences — not a
short vacation in the hole and then back to the same block to do it again.

HB 338 finally starts to fix this by:

- Creating tougher penalties and protections when mentally ill offenders commit violence
against staff or the public (amending ORC 2903.13 and related sections).

- Requiring actual mental health treatment and separate housing placements for violent,
seriously mentally illinmates instead of letting them cycle through general population and
segregation.

- Mandating better documentation and evidence preservation (including body-camera
activation protocols) so assaults on staff can no longer be swept under the rug.

Giving prosecutors and the Department stronger tools to hold these offenders accountable
instead of treating every staff assaults as “just part of the job”.

My experience is far from isolated. In correctional settings across Ohio, nurses and officers
face daily risks exacerbated by inmates. According to data from the Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction, nearly 40% of inmates have documented mental health
needs, yet resources for proactive intervention remain insufficient. HB 338 directly tackles
this by enacting new sections in the Revised Code (e.g., 3113.26 through 3113.30) that
expand mental health awareness training, strengthen domestic violence protections
intertwined with mental health support, and improve community violence prevention
strategies. These provisions would empower facilities like mine with better screening tools,
de-escalation training tailored to mental health scenarios, and mandatory protocols for
body camera usage in high-risk situations—potentially averting assaults and ensuring that
evidence is preserved to support victims, hold perpetrators accountable, and inform future
policy.

Beyond my personal story, HB 338 aligns with Ohio's commitment to public safety and
compassion. By amending key statutes like 2903.213 and 2923.13 to integrate mental
health considerations into stalking, menacing, and weapon-related offenses, the bill
creates a holistic framework that protects corrections staff, law enforcement, victims of
domestic violence, and vulnerable community members alike. believe this legislation will
save lives, reduce recidivism, and build trust in our justice system.



I urge you to pass HB 338 without delay. It is not just a policy proposal—it is a lifeline for
those of us who serve and are a beacon of hope for communities. Thank you for your time
and consideration. | am available to testify or provide additional details at your

convenience.

Sincerely,

Daphna Dyer

937-570-1083

Allen Oakwood Correctional Institute

Department of Rehab and Corrections.



