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State Representative

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the
committee, thank you for allowing me to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 343.

This legislation originated last year after I began receiving multiple complaints from businesses
in the Polaris area of Columbus. Retailers, shopping center managers, and commercial property
owners reported ongoing incidents of vandalism and theft. In many of these cases, the offenders
are juveniles; often the same ones repeatedly committing the crimes. Since these are property
offenses, judges currently have no obligation to impose secure confinement, regardless of how
often the behavior occurs. This creates a revolving door system that leaves victims feeling
powerless and fails to hold repeat offenders accountable.

House Bill 343 ends that revolving door with a narrow, and fully mandatory approach. After a
juvenile age 14 or older receives a second felony-level theft or vandalism adjudication, the court
must impose at least one of the following structured dispositions:
e Detention of 1 to 90 days
e Intensive community control sanctions
e A court-ordered requirement of perfect school attendance (no unexcused absences) for a
specified period

These are not suggestions or options. They are mandatory requirements intended to serve as a
unmistakable last warning. If the juvenile then commits a third felony theft or vandalism offense,
H.B. 343 requires mandatory commitment to the Department of Youth Services with the
following tiered minimum periods that cannot be suspended:
o Third or subsequent felony of the second degree: minimum 2 years
e Third or subsequent felony of the third degree: minimum 9 months (maximum capped at
3 years)
e Third or subsequent felony of the fourth or fifth degree: minimum 6 months (maximum
capped at 1 year)
e Any other third or subsequent felony theft or vandalism: minimum 9 months

All commitments remain indefinite until age 21, and the Department of Youth Services retains
full authority to grant early release once the minimum is served and rehabilitation goals are met.

Two felony adjudications followed by a mandatory structured disposition is more than fair
warning. A third offense proves the warnings were ignored. Secure placement is then required
both to protect the public and to give these chronic offenders the consistent structure, education,
counseling, and treatment many have never received.



Ohio must continue to rehabilitate young people, but we must also hold them accountable. H.B.
343 delivers clear, predictable, escalating consequences while preserving rehabilitation as the
ultimate goal.

I am happy to answer any questions.



