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Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, and members of the House Judiciary 

Committee, thank you for the opportunity for my Joint Sponsor and I to present 

testimony on our HB 478. This bill simply does what we all believe should be the 

case, place a direct stop on tampering and interfering with a criminal case jury.  

 

This issue arose one year ago this week in a Common Pleas Courtroom in 

Ashtabula County. A juror in a criminal case received a message on Facebook 

from an unknown individual who was an associate of the defendant attempting to 

intimidate and influence her decision on a criminal court case.  

 

The judge removed the juror from the jury and conferred with his fellow Common 

Pleas Judges in addition to the County Prosecutor on how to handle the situation. 

In reviewing the law, the group discovered that despite Ohio having civil court 

case protections against influencing or tampering with a jury, our state did not have 

criminal court protections. Likely an oversight or any possible prior actions across 

Ohio had risen beyond just influencing or tampering to a higher level with different 

charges. 

 

I have worked with my judges to draft legislation to fix this problem. I am no 

attorney. Thankfully Ranking Members Synenberg is, and was willing to join this 

legislation and helped work with the County Prosecutor’s Association, Judicial 

Council, Bar Association, and others to find the right language to be as direct as 

possible in the criminal activity and penalty. We copied from PA law and Ohio 

civil court law.  

 

I will now turn it over to my joint sponsor who can talk legal talk and probably 

should answer the questions you have.  


