Representative Eric Synenberg
State Representative, District 21

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, and members of the Judiciary Committee, thank
you for bringing House Bill (HB) 478 forward today. As my joint sponsor mentions this is a
commonsense piece of legislation that would penalize jury tampering in Ohio. Current law in
Ohio is vague as it lists a juror as a public servant but does not include public servants within
intimidation penalties for criminal proceedings. However, 2921.03 does outline penalties for

civil action. This legislation will close that obvious gap in the Ohio revised code.

Current law in Ohio under Sec 2921.04, Intimidation of attorney, victim, or witness in criminal

case or delinquent child action proceeding, clearly outlines:

Sec. (A) No person shall knowingly attempt to intimidate or hinder the victim of a crime
or delinquent act in the filing or prosecution of criminal charges...... and no person shall
knowingly attempt to intimidate a witness to a criminal or delinquent act by reason of the

person being a witness to that act.

Sec. (B) No person shall knowingly and by force or by unlawful threat of harm to any
person or property or by unlawful threat to commit any offense or calumny against any

person, shall attempt to influence, intimidate, or hinder any of the persons:

1. The victim of a crime
2. A witness to a criminal act

3. An attorney by reason of the attorney’s involvement in any criminal proceeding

Violation of Section A is a M1 and a violation of Sec. B is an F3.
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What our bill does is simply amend sec 2921.04 to include a public servant, already
defined in Sec 2921.01, within the persons on the aforementioned list of individuals and
subsequently throughout the section where appropriate. While the current definition of public
servant would include a juror, the feedback we received is that judges wanted jury tampering to

be more overtly laid out.

To achieve this, we are creating a new section, 2921.06, where we define juror to mean a
prospective juror or juror who has been chosen and summoned for jury duty. To create parity
amongst section 2921.04 and new 2921.06 we used the same underlying language regarding
attempts to threaten calumny or bodily harm against a juror with the same penalties as listed in
Sec. 2921.04. Finally, we added an exemption for individuals who present facts and evidence to

the court and jury.

Jury duty is a shared civic responsibility, and those who are called to serve deserve to do
so without fear, intimidation, or interference. By passing and signing this legislation into law, we
aim to better protect jurors from threats or harm so they can carry out their duties safely, fairly,
and without undue influence. This legislation also helps establish greater clarity and uniformity

within Ohio law. Thank you, and we are happy to take any questions.
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