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Good Morning Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking
Member Synenberg, and members of the House Judiciary Committee.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony with
Representative Baker on House Bill 491.

House Bill 491 makes targeted, thoughtful updates to Ohio’s
guardianship laws. Guardianship Law involves transferring decision-
making authority over personal, medical, and financial matters from an
individual to a court-appointed guardian. The laws governing this
process must be clear, modern, and protective of individual rights.

Much of Ohio’s current guardianship framework has developed
over decades. While it has served an important purpose, it now includes
outdated language, duplicative provisions, and inconsistencies that can
make the process confusing for families, guardians, and even the courts
themselves. House Bill 491 addresses those issues in many ways. A
simple start is expanding the terms defined in current Guardianship Law
to include terms like, “emergency guardian™, “successor guardian”,
“interim guardian”, and more.
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Defining these and other terms is critical to Guardianship Law as it
defines the roles guardians play. The interim guardian definition has
been widened to include that the appointment of said guardian may be
extended for up to two subsequent 30-day periods, instead of an
additional 30 days under current law, after the initial extension of 15
days. The definition of successor guardian is extended to make the
transition of the previous guardian to the successor guardian more
seamless, thus easier for the person who is in need of said guardian. And
that is just the start of the improvement House Bill 491 makes to current
Guardianship Law.

Not only does House Bill 491 define the different types of
guardians and clarify their roles, but this bill also makes the termination
of guardianship based on the value of the ward’s estate clearer. The
current law reads that when a ward’s estate no longer exceeds $25,000,
the guardian of the estate may petition the court to terminate the
guardianship of the estate. The court may authorize deposit of the funds
in a fiduciary funds account. House Bill 491, however, will now require
a receipt verifying deposit filed with the court, as well as require court
approval for release of funds to benefit the incompetent adult.

House Bill 491 includes new and more specific reporting
requirements for guardians, particularly those appointed for incompetent
adults. This kind of change reflects an emphasis on increased oversight
and accountability. This is especially important when we’re dealing with
individuals who may be elderly, have disabilities, or otherwise be unable
to fully advocate for themselves. Judges and guardians will have clearer
legal benchmarks to determine what actions are appropriate when
deciding guardianship over another person.



This bill does not fundamentally change the purpose of
guardianship. Instead, it focuses on improving how the system functions
in practice. House Bill 491 modernizes Ohio’s guardianship statutes, so
they are clearer, more consistent, and better aligned with current
practice, while still maintaining the essential protection that
guardianship is meant to provide.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony
on House Bill 491. I will now hand it over to Representative Baker.



