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HB 491– Makes changes to Guardianship Law 

Sponsor Testimony 

Representative Rachel Baker 

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg and members of the 

Ohio House Judiciary Committee thank you for allowing me the opportunity to join my 

colleague, Representative Ray, in providing sponsor testimony on House Bill 491.  I’d 

like to provide a few other provisions in this modernization bill.  

Representative Ray briefly mentioned that House Bill 491 involves defining specific 

types of guardianship. For medical matters, one impactful change that HB 491 would 

provide is an appointment for a Medicaid representative (revised code 2111.023).  This 

new language in code would allow for an emergency court order for a person in need of 

assistance, who does not currently have a guardian or durable power of attorney, to be 

appointed a representative for the limited purpose of applying for Medicaid. Once 

appointed, the representative must file a notice to the court within 30 days of 

submitting the Medicaid application.  

Another provision in House Bill 491 is that it makes a few changes to the application for 

appointment of guardian. It adds a requirement to provide contact information for the 

potential guardians, requires information about the proposed ward’s military service, 

and expands the list of professionals who can be considered expert evaluators regarding 

the need for establishing a guardianship to include “a licensed physician, licensed 

clinical psychologist, licensed independent social workers, licensed professional clinical 

counselor, clinical nurse specialist, certified nurse practitioner, physician assistant.”  

The intent of this legislation is to modernize Ohio’s guardianship laws, to create a more 

efficient, transparent, accountable, and consistent appointment and role of a guardian.  

Again, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 491 

this morning, and we would be happy to answer any questions from the committee.  

 


