
February 4, 2026 

Chairman Thomas, Vice Chairman Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members 
of the committee, 

Thank you for accepting this testimony of my strong support of HB 343.  

I am a 27-year resident of Galena, Ohio, and a 34-year resident in Central Ohio. 

I also serve as the Chief Communications Officer for Olentangy Schools, the fourth largest 
school district in the state, and have held this role for over 10 years. 

Today I would like to comment on and share my personal perspective regarding crime in the 
Polaris area and the fact that it has become untenable. 

In May, one of my colleagues raced out of a meeting we were having because her 72-year-
old mother was brutally mugged in the Von Maur parking lot at the Polaris Mall on a Monday 
at 10 a.m. Not only was she shoved to the ground, but she also had her purse stolen, and 
she and her family were incredibly traumatized. Thankfully, she did not suffer significant 
injury, but it could have been so much worse. 

During this most recent Christmas holiday, my sister, a resident of Vermont, and my 82-
year-old father, an Akron resident, stayed at the Fairfield Inn and Suites in the Polaris area, 
to the east of I-71. On Christmas Eve morning, my sister walked out to her car to discover 
not only had her car window been smashed, but my father’s had as well, along with about 
eight other cars in that parking lot alone. She approached her car where a Franklin County 
or City of Columbus Prosecutor’s business card was placed, with no other explanation. The 
hotel staff were frustrated, but also helpful. They stated that this happened at several 
hotels and businesses across the area overnight or in the early morning hours, and we 
found that was likely to be true- all businesses in the area were sold out of materials to 
temporarily fix the car windows, forcing us to spend our day hunting down plastic shower 
curtains and duct tape to fix the windows for their drives home and, if you recall, it rained 
that night, so we also had to protect against the weather. 

Meanwhile, the hotel staff, to help, began to use a shop vac to clean up all the glass. 
Unfortunately, my father tripped over their extension cord, which was strung across the 
parking lot, fell and made a visit to the ER at St. Ann’s via ambulance. A CT scan, and 11 
stitches later, we were able to head back to my house. Thankfully, he appears to be ok, 
healing well, but like my colleague’s mother- it could have been so much worse. 

As a long-time resident, active community member as an employee for a business serving 
tens of thousands in the area and a community volunteer, I am utterly appalled by the fact 
that this has been a “catch and release” situation- catch the kids or young people who do 



this only for them to do it again. “The kids are teenagers” and are released back to their 
parent/guardian before the “ink is dry”.  These are only two personal examples of many.  

It’s my understanding, law makers at the city and state level are well aware of this problem 
and yet nothing changes. HB 343 is a step in the right direction in working to curb this crime 
in our area and state. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, 

Krista Davis 

 


