Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the
committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of House Bill 343.

My name is Franz Geiger, and I am managing director of NP Limited Partnership, the real estate
developer of Polaris Centers of Commerce in north Columbus, Ohio. I am also president of the
Polaris Owners Association, Inc. in which I represent thousands of businesses in the Polaris area.
I am here today because House Bill 343 addresses a problem that many business owners,
employees, and customers are facing every day: repeated theft and vandalism carried out by the
same juvenile offenders, with little consequence and no effective intervention.

Across Ohio, retail and commercial areas are seeing the same pattern play out again and again.
Property crimes occur, offenders are identified, and yet nothing changes. When the same juveniles
repeatedly commit felony-level theft or vandalism, the current system too often responds with
minimal consequences. This leaves victims frustrated and young offenders with no meaningful
reason to change course.

House Bill 343 creates a clear and structured response to this problem. It does not target first-time
mistakes. It does not remove discretion from judges prematurely. Instead, it establishes predictable
escalation after repeated felony behavior by juveniles.

This approach recognizes an important truth: accountability and rehabilitation are not mutually
exclusive. For some young people, real structure and consistent consequences are necessary before
rehabilitation can even begin. Allowing chronic offenders to cycle endlessly through the system
without intervention helps no one: not the juvenile, not victims, and not the community.

Personal Experience as a Business Owner

We have unfortunately experienced an increase in theft, vandalism and trespassing at our
development, shopping centers, and our hotels. I have seen the videos showing the brazen break-
ins in broad daylight without any conscience or fear of consequence. I have talked to victims who
cannot believe that this sort of crime occurs in a Columbus Suburb and vow not to return after
having a terrible experience. We have had hotel groups decide not to return in the future. I have
seen the Facebook warriors warn people to stay from an area. I have watched our security try to
run off these criminals with a horn and bright light knowing that the perpetrators are likely armed.
Police are sympathetic but their resources are limited. We know that most of these crimes are
committed by a very few who are repeat offenders. They may get arrested but are back out on the
street within hours or days.

Property crime is not victimless. It is a total violation of your being, and it has a ripple effect
through our economy. It has a mental and economic cost. People will not go where they think it
is unsafe. Businesses will have less demand which will lead to declining sales and ultimately
vacancy. Our businesses have increased costs across the board but now must fund collectively
over $1,000,000 a year for ineffective private security. The escalation of property crime will lead
to more aggressive, brazen behavior which will ultimately have deadly consequences.



We cannot function as a society this way. These experiences are why House Bill 343 is necessary
and overdue.

House Bill 343 offers a balanced solution, one that intervenes after repeated felony behavior,
provides clear expectations, and prioritizes rehabilitation while still protecting businesses and
communities. It creates certainty where there is currently confusion and ensures that repeat
offenses lead to meaningful action.

I would also like to note that I am not a policy expert. My perspective comes from firsthand
experience, not from drafting statutory language. While I may not be the best person to address
technical or procedural details of the bill, I can speak clearly to the real-world impact of repeated
theft and vandalism on businesses, employees, and communities, and why meaningful intervention
is needed.

Thank you for your time, and I would be happy to answer any questions.



