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STATEMENT OF THE
OHIO STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 478

Before the House Judiciary Committee
Representative Jim Thomas, Chair

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the House
Judiciary Committee, on behalf of the Ohio State Bar Association (Ohio Bar), thank you for the
opportunity to provide written testimony in support of House Bill 478.

The jury system is a critical component of our justice system. Jurors represent the community,
bringing a peer perspective to legal proceedings to guard against government overreach and help
ensure a fair trial. To fulfill their important role, jurors must be protected from undue influence or
intimidation throughout the legal process.

HB 478 seeks to reinforce protections for jurors by closing a loophole regarding intimidation in a
criminal case and by creating the new offense of jury tampering.

Regarding the offense of intimidation, R.C. §2921.03 prohibits an attempt to influence, intimidate,
or hinder a public servant (including a juror), a party official, or an attorney or witness involved in
a civil action. R.C. §2921.04 includes a similar prohibition of attempting to influence, intimidate,
or hinder a victim, witness, or attorney involved in a criminal action or proceeding. HB 478 adds
public servant to R.C. §2921.04 to ensure that there are protections for jurors in both civil and
criminal cases.

Additionally, HB 478 creates a new offense of jury tampering to more clearly address conduct
meant to improperly influence a juror. The new language models R.C. §2921.04 and clarifies that
no person shall attempt to influence, intimidate, or hinder a juror in the discharge of their duties.
Importantly, new R.C. §2921.06(D) includes an exemption for persons presenting facts and
evidence to the court during trial. In other words, lawyers won’t be guilty of this new offense just
by making an argument to “influence” the jury through the normal course of business.

We applaud the bill sponsors for their efforts in protecting the integrity of our jury system and the
administration of justice overall. We look forward to working with the committee on any
adjustments needed to the language as HB 478 goes through the legislative process.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. We urge your support of HB 478 to help
ensure jurors feel confident reviewing the facts presented and reaching an unbiased conclusion,
free from improper attempts to influence or intimidate them.
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