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Chair Thomas, Vice-Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg and members of the House Judiciary
Committee, I appreciate the opportunity to provide written proponent testimony on House Bill 478 that creates
the offense of jury tampering.

As the bill sponsors correctly noted last week during sponsor testimony, there is currently no criminal offense in
Ohio that specifically addresses the intimidation of a juror in a criminal case. The offense of intimidation under
R.C. 2921.03 prohibits a person from “knowingly and by force, by unlawful threat of harm to any person or
property, or by filing, recording, or otherwise using a materially false or fraudulent writing with malicious
purpose, in bad faith, or in a wanton or reckless manner” from attempting to “influence, intimidate, or hinder a
public servant, a party official, or an attorney or witness involved in a civil action or proceeding in the discharge
of the person’s duties...” While the definition of “public servant” includes “a juror” the offense is limited to
intimidation of someone involved in a civil action or proceeding, which of course does not include a criminal
trial. Revised Code section 2921.04 also addresses issues of intimidation related to court proceedings and unlike
R.C. 2921.03 it does cover criminal proceedings. Section 2921.04, however, is limited in a different way in that it
only addresses attempts to intimidate a victim of crime, a witness to a criminal act, or an attorney who is
involved in the proceeding. This statute does not include public servants and therefore does not address the
intimidation of jurors in any case.

House Bill 478 addresses this by making it explicit that attempts to intimidate jurors in the discharge of their
duties, regardless of whether those duties are in a civil case or criminal case, are a criminal offense.

It goes without saying that jurors play an indispensable role in our justice system. People have a constitutional
right to a trial by jury under both the Constitution of the State of Ohio and the Constitution of the United States.
Juries act as a crucial check against government tyranny. But juries must also be impartial. They protect both
defendants and the public, representing the local community’s views of a particular case. Attempts to intimidate
jurors and thereby wrongfully influence the outcome of a criminal case by intimidation or threat is an attack on
the rule of law itself. It undermines public confidence in the law and public confidence in the outcome of our
criminal cases. Any attempt to intimidate a juror or jurors and to skew the outcome of a trial should be taken
seriously. If such intimidation is tolerated, more and more jurors will become targets, it will become even more
difficult than it already is to find willing jurors, and faith in the criminal justice system will erode.

For these reasons, our Association supports House Bill 478. We would like to thank Representatives Thomas
and Synenberg for their advocacy on this issue and encourage the Committee’s favorable consideration of this
legislation.



