.
s

CONNIE PILLICH
HAMILTON COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
230 E. Ninth Street, Suite 4000
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-2151
PHONE: (513) 946-3000
FAX: (513) 946-3018
www.hcpros.org

TESTIMONY OF CONNIE PILLICH IN SUPPORT OF HB 565

| strongly support this bill and urge you to do so, as well. It will correct an unintended omission
that could prove quite dangerous for people who simply fulfill their civic duty by showing up for
court.

In December 2024, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled that the names of grand jurors are public
records, subject to disclosure in public records requests. The case is State ex rel. Culgan v.
Jefferson County Clerk of Courts, 2024-Ohio-5699, 178 Ohio St.3d 86. For decades, the courts
of Ohio have repeatedly remarked about the enormous importance of the secrecy of the grand
jury. In this case, the Supreme Court did not downplay that; it just followed the law as
written. HB 565 will correct this error.

| strongly believe that the names of grand jurors should be exempted from disclosure. As you
know, the grand jury is the first step in the prosecution of a felony. The grand jury meets in
private and the transcript is not released without a lawful court order. This protects the
integrity of the process. But if the names of our grand jurors are public records, this impugns
that integrity.

Grand jurors vote on serious cases involving gangs, domestic violence, organized crime, and
homicide. If their names are public, jurors can be pressured to vote a certain way. They could
be harassed or assaulted for how they voted. Even the mere risk of intimidation can affect how
honestly people vote.

The secrecy of the grand jury proceedings and those who serve should be protected. Our grand
jury members are ordinary citizens who take time out of their lives to help keep our
communities safe and to hold people accountable for breaking the law. We cannot prosecute
felonies without a grand jury. We need people to serve on our grand juries. But if they fear
being targeted by a violent drug dealer, they might not be willing to serve.

| urge you to support HB 565 and keep these people safe.
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