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Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Isaacsohn, and members of the
House Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today in support of House
Bill 236. This legislation centers on a fundamental principle: accountability under the rule of law.

In recent years, we’ve witnessed a troubling increase in individuals concealing their
identities, often with masks, while engaging in harassment, trespassing, and even violent
criminal acts. Whether during protests that devolve into riots or individuals threatening business
owners while hiding their faces, the intent is clear: to intimidate while avoiding identification
and consequences. This presents a real threat to public safety and civil order.

Across the country, and right here in Ohio, we've seen a surge in such behavior,
especially surrounding protests related to the conflict in Israel. Alarming levels of antisemitic
rhetoric and action have taken hold, including harassment, vandalism, and intimidation on
college campuses.

[ urge you to consider a violent incident where masked individuals have concealed their
identities to commit unlawful acts; in June 2024, masked protesters outside the Adas Torah
Synagogue in Los Angeles engaged in physical assaults and vandalism, targeting individuals
based on their religious beliefs.

It seems that protesters routinely obscure their faces with masks. After the Covid-19
pandemic, they realized it’s more difficult for law enforcement to identify them. I’d like to be
clear that this is not a free speech debate—it’s highlighting the use of anonymity to harass,
threaten, and silence Jewish students. When individuals hide behind a mask or scarf to break the
law, their actions are no longer protected expressions; they are crimes.

A more recent and alarming example involved the assassination and attempted
assassination lawmakers in Minnesota. The suspect carried a 9mm handgun, wore a black tactical
vest, and disguised himself using a highly realistic silicone mask. He went to their homes and
pounded on their front doors in the middle of the night with the intent to kill.

These cases highlight a disturbing trend: individuals who conceal their identities to
commit violent acts are emboldened by the anonymity these disguises provide. Wearing a mask
or realistic disguise not only makes it harder for law enforcement to identify and apprehend
suspects, but it also intensifies the psychological terror experienced by victims. Increasing
penalties for wearing a mask while committing a crime sends a clear message: concealment for
the purpose of evading accountability will not be tolerated in our communities.
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From assaults and robberies to literal assassinations, we are seeing a broader trend of
individuals hiding their identities while committing crimes. The simple truth is, we would see far
fewer cowardly acts if people could not conceal their faces without consequence.

House Bill 236 addresses this issue through three key provisions:

e [t prohibits masked harassment and trespassing, recognizing that individuals who conceal
their identities while committing these acts do so to intimidate and evade accountability.

e It enhances the offense of aggravated riot to include cases in which the offender wears a
mask or disguise. This ensures those who deliberately hide their identity during violent
gatherings face more serious consequences.

e [t creates a mandatory one-year prison term for felony offenders who commit crimes
while masked or disguised. This provision sends a clear message: if you break the law
while concealing your identity, you will be held accountable.

Let me be clear: this legislation does not target peaceful protestors or criminalize lawful
assembly. The right to free speech and protest is foundational to our democracy. But when
someone uses a mask to harass, threaten, or commit a crime, that behavior must be addressed
with the full force of the law.

HB 236 is narrowly tailored. It targets actions that pose real and immediate danger, not
speech. It empowers law enforcement and prosecutors with the tools they need to protect the
public and ensure that those who seek to hide in the shadows to commit crimes are brought into
the light of justice.

I respectfully urge my colleagues to support this critical bill. Together, we can reinforce the
rule of law, protect our communities, and ensure that no one can use anonymity as a shield for
criminal behavior. Thank you for your time and consideration. I’'m happy to answer any
questions you may have.
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