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Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg and fellow
members of the House Judiciary Committee, | thank you for the opportunity to provide

sponsor testimony on House Bill 557.

In Ohio’s ongoing effort to reduce crime and recidivism, we rely on a range of tools—
some rooted in accountability, others in deterrence, and still others in rehabilitation. One
such toolisjudicial release, sometimes referred to as compassionate release. After serving
a statutory minimum sentence, an incarcerated individual may petition the court for early
release by demonstrating meaningful rehabilitation. The sentencing judge then evaluates

that request and determines whether release is appropriate.

Judicial release is designed to be individualized. It asks a judge to assess whether a
person has changed, whether they have taken responsibility for their actions, and whether
they are better prepared to reenter society than they were at the time of their offense.
Ideally, the nature of the underlying crime should serve as an important reference pointin

that evaluation, but not as a factor that forecloses consideration altogether.

House Bill 557 simply states that the court shall not deny judicial release to an
offender solely based on the classification of the offense, with “classification of the
offense” meaning what degree of felony they were convicted of. This does not mandate

release, weaken sentencing laws, or strip judges of discretion. Instead, it ensures that
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judges consider the full record before them, rather than relying exclusively on a categorical

label.

Consider a hypothetical example. Imagine a judge who adopts a blanket policy of
refusing to consider judicial release for anyone convicted of a third-degree felony or higher.
Now imagine an individual who committed a burglary fifteen years earlier as a young adult
and has since compiled an exemplary institutional record—completing educational
programs, learning vocational skills, and earning positive evaluations from correctional
staff. Under House Bill 557, that judge would still be free to deny release, but would be

required to evaluate the merits of the petition itself rather than dismissing it out of hand.

If we are going to maintain programs like judicial release, we must ensure they
function as intended; these programs only function as intended when we encourage
rehabilitation and reward genuine transformation, while preserving judicial discretion and

public safety. This legislation helps reaffirm that balance.

Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg and fellow
members of the House Judiciary Committee, | thank you for the opportunity to provide

sponsor testimony on House Bill 557. | welcome any questions the committee may have.
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