Alliance for
Safety and Justice

Support Testimony for HB 557
February 18, 2026

Dear Chairman Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of
the House Judiciary Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to submit this letter in support of House Bill 557. We are proud to
support Ohio leaders advancing this and other improvements to our public safety systems.

The Alliance for Safety and Justice (ASJ) is a multi-state organization that promotes effective
approaches to public safety in states across the country. We support strategies that reduce
costly overreliance on incarceration, increase trauma recovery services, and prioritize safe
communities.

Ohio’s judicial release structure allows courts to evaluate eligible people in prison who have
taken responsibility for their actions and done the hard work of personal transformation to
determine whether or not they are ready to return to their communities. Petitions for judicial
release can include information on an applicant’s institutional record and participation in
programs and rehabilitative activities including vocational training, educational programming,
reentry preparation, and mental or behavioral health treatment.

HB 557 is designed to improve public safety by promoting more individualized assessments of
petitions for judicial release. HB 557 would ensure that judicial release decisions are not based
solely on the level of the underlying offense, which has proven ineffective as a singular predictor
of risk. This bill promotes nuanced evaluations that take into account both petitioners’ mistakes
and also the steps they have taken to take responsibility for those mistakes, learn from them,
and not repeat them in the future. Importantly, judges will still retain full discretion to consider a
person’s criminal history and assess potential public safety impacts when making judicial
release decisions.

In closing, we urge you to pass HB 557 to promote public safety and balance in the judicial
release program. Please let us know if we can provide any more information. We thank you for
your dedication and ongoing leadership on improving public safety in Ohio.
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