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Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and House Judiciary 
CommiƩee members, my name is Joan Englund, ExecuƟve Director of the Mental Health & 
AddicƟon Advocacy CoaliƟon (MHAC). Comprised of over 130 member organizaƟons statewide, 
the MHAC unifies diverse local voices to increase awareness and advance policies that support 
the well-being of people with mental health and addicƟon disorders. 

The MHAC is grateful for the opportunity to provide Interested Party tesƟmony on SB 295. This 
bill arose out of the tragic loss of Cleveland Police Officer Jamieson RiƩer and Beatrice Porter. 
We recognize the profound loss the families and community have suffered. The MHAC fully 
supports efforts to increase safety and protect the lives of Ohioans, including members of law 
enforcement and other first responders.   

The MHAC would like to share two concerns about SB 295.   

First, current law allows courts to extend involuntary hospitalizaƟon of an individual beyond the 
one-year period.  

Extending the competency restoraƟon period to five years will strain the capacity of an already 
taxed state psychiatric hospital system. Longer restoraƟon Ɵmelines could further restrict access 
for individuals in crisis who need care. 

Second, the reset provision could result in individuals being involuntarily hospitalized for longer 
periods of Ɵme than what they would have served as a maximum sentence for their alleged 
crime. It will also further compromise a system already stretched thin.   

The MHAC respecƞully urges you to carefully consider these impacts to ensure any changes 
strengthen public safety without creaƟng unintended consequences for Ohio’s behavioral health 
system.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.   

 


