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Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the House
Judiciary Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to offer this testimony on Senate Bill 295. My
name is Teresa Lampl, and | serve as the Chief Executive Officer of The Ohio Council of Behavioral
Health and Family Services Providers (The Ohio Council). We are a statewide trade and advocacy
association representing over 170 private businesses that employ nearly 40,000 people and provide
services to approximately 2.5 million Ohioans from all walks of life. Our members are nationally
accredited and state-certified organizations that strive to deliver an assortment of high-quality
prevention, mental health and substance use treatment, crisis intervention, and recovery supports in
all corners of the state. Many of our members are engaged in the behavioral treatment and care of
individuals that are subject to court orders, and several offer community-based forensic services.

The Ohio Council appreciates the difficult situation and complex legal posture from which this
proposed bill is derived. We applaud the sponsors and this committee for the careful consideration
and efforts made to narrowly craft legislation addressing this area of the law. Indeed, the provisions
of SB 295 that codify the court’s authority to toll the time limit for restoration of competency and
notice requirements from the hospital or treatment facility to the court in the event a defendant is
refusing treatment are both sound policy and positive steps for the system.

However, we do want to raise for the committee’s consideration some concerns about the increased
fiscal pressure and additional strain on the state’s behavioral health system that could result from
this legislation. Extending the maximum treatment period for these cases from one to five years will
place a substantial financial burden on the state hospital system and forensic-related services. State
hospitals are operating at near capacity currently and most beds are already reserved for patients
requiring forensic services. It is difficult to admit a traditional civil patient into a state hospital for
treatment — without additional resources to support the behavioral health system of care, the
crowding out of such civil patients could become even more challenging.

The Ohio General Assembly and the DeWine Administration have made significant efforts and
investments to support access to mental health and substance use treatment in carceral settings and
through specialized dockets in Ohio. Governor DeWine also convened a task force to study the issue
of competency restoration and issue recommendations. Notwithstanding these efforts, there is more
work to do to fully address these systems while pursuing justice and protecting the liberty interests
of all Ohioans. Thank you for your time and consideration of this written testimony on SB 295.
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