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Good morning, Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking
Member Synenberg, and members of the House Judiciary Committee.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill
314 with my joint sponsor, Minority Leader Isaacsohn.

As a legislature we are no strangers to public records requests;
neither are our local governments. Way too often our local governments
are hit with outrageous and harassing public records requests that are made
purely to harass. These requests waste personnel time, money, and put a
strain on local governments resources.

The need for this specific legislation was brought to me by a
township trustee; whose township has received multiple voluminous
requests every week for years from a former township employee. These
excessive and frivolous requests are made purely to harass and are a
misuse of taxpayer resources.

House Bill 314 creates a remedy for these unique situations by
allowing a public body to request a hearing before a county common pleas
court judge to determine whether an individual’s volume of requests is
harassing, obstructive or otherwise interfering with government operations.
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The bill also authorizes a public office or the individual responsible
for maintaining public records, to hire a private contractor to help in
responding to voluminous public records requests. By allowing outside
support when requests are especially large or complex, it helps ensure
records are produced in a timely manner without disrupting the regular
work of the office. The bill also allows the office to include the cost of the
contractor’s service in the costs of the requested records, ensuring that
taxpayers are not burdened with those additional expenses.

House Bill 314 is about protection- not restriction. Legitimate public
records requests are still fully allowed, and citizens can continue to access
the information they need without hesitation. In addition, attorneys,
journalists, and state agencies are exempt from the remedy process.

Ultimately, House Bill 314 is designed to protect transparency and
prevent people from abusing the public records requests system currently
in place. It will give local governments reasonable tools to manage
harassing requests without limiting legitimate access to public records.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony and I
will now hand it over to my joint sponsor, Minority Leader Isaacsohn.



