Ohio House Minority Leader Dani Isaacsohn
State Representative, 24th House District

TO: House Judiciary Committee
FROM: Representative Isaacsohn
DATE: February 4, 2026

Sponsor Testimony on House Bill 314

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the House
Judiciary Committee:

Thank you for allowing us to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 314, straightforward
legislation that would create a solution to harassing or disruptive public records requests. This
bipartisan proposal seeks to responsibly update Ohio’s public records law in a way that protects
the public’s right to transparency while also safeguarding the ability of government offices to
function efficiently and effectively.

Ohio’s Public Records Act plays a vital role in promoting open government and ensuring that
citizens can hold public institutions accountable. At the same time, there has been a growing
concern expressed by local officials and other public offices that a small number of requesters
submit an excessive volume of public records requests that appear designed not to obtain
substantive information, but to overwhelm the limited resources of these offices. These
requests can divert staff attention away from core public services and impose significant
administrative burdens on small and large government bodies alike.

House Bill 314 proposes a compromise to uphold access to the public, while protecting taxpayer
resources. A public office or a person may initiate action in the court of common pleas of the
county where they are located, requesting the court to limit or deny based on the harassing
nature of a records request. These cases would proceed as any civil case would, and the request
would be tolled in the meantime. Giving entities the option of recourse and to pause the
fulfillment of a harassing records request in the meantime, as well as authorizing the use of
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third-party contractors to assist in record request fulfillment will both alleviate the
administrative strain and deter vexatious requests altogether.

Let’s be clear: the intent of this legislation is not to limit public access to records or curb
transparency. It merely considers cases where vexatious record requests are crippling the
ability of those public offices to operate and serve constituents.

That is reflected in the measured, narrow scope of the language in the bill. HB 314 includes
thoughtful exemptions for journalists, attorneys, and state agencies, as well as those using

records requests in a reasonable manner to ensure public accountability. These entities will
retain full access and ability to request public records.

HB 314 does not advocate weakening Ohio’s Sunshine Laws. Rather, we seek a balanced
approach that preserves the public’s right to know while recognizing the practical challenges

government agencies face in responding to requests that are voluminous by design or intent.

Thank you for allowing us to testify on H.B. 314. We would be more than happy to answer any
guestions you may have.
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