Good Morning, May it please the Chairperson and Committee,

My name is Elizabeth Osorio Jones and | have been a criminal defense attorney practicing in
Central Ohio for 13 years. | have served my community as an appointed attorney (for those
receiving defense under Gideon v. Wainwright) and as private counsel.

Any person can be falsely accused, just as any person can make an impulsive, reckless, or
careless mistake that leads to them facing a felony charge. Once the positions are clear in
the controversy, the pretrial stage is the where the Defendant has the greatest chance of
exercising control in a situation where they suddenly have none - at least compared to the
power of the government in the form of the prosecutor.

In the plea negotiation process, | focus not on a defendant’s likely future but on the
defendant’s hope for their future — and this is a distinction with a purpose. Many aspects of
defending a criminal accusation can leave the individual Ohioan feeling helpless and
overwhelmed. The realization of how we prove legal issues in court as opposed to how we
many understand “truth” in our social lives is stark.

Therefore, where | can provide agency to a defendant by offering a charge that all sides —
prosecution and defense —can agree on, and further, that such a charge carries the potential
for release based on future behavior rather than ongoing punishment for past behavior - that
is the kind of motivation that facilitates the administration of justice by allowing for
recognition today of a positive choice on the part of the accused.

| have begun many an oral argument with the statement, “Judicial Release is a grace created
by the legislature” with good reason. It is a reminder that the voice of the people must be
reflected by our elected leaders, including our judges. Allowing judges to use discretion in
more F1, F2, F3 judicial release settings is allowing local communities a louder voice in the
local administration of justice.

The possibility of Judicial Release is a slice of hope for a Defendant to focus on while
rehabilitating themselves and accepting their punishment. The possibility of Judicial
Release also helps deterrence by providing hope to a defendant who is offered a qualifying
F1, F2, or F3 an incentive to accept a bargain and continue exercising agency by setting the
stage for their release when eligible to apply.

When and if a judicial release hearing occurs in the future, the defendant can provide the
judge with certificates, programming, assessments, and other evidence to support the
judges use of discretion in allowing the defendant an early release on community control
sanctions. In the present, the defendant can work with a holistic defense team including a
social worker, counselor, and attorney to address the circumstances surrounding the
criminal accusation to both identify the circumstance be it addiction or a mental health
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diagnosis and prevent it in the future through treatment, specialized dockets, counseling,
medication support, and investment in the present.

These “holistic” strategies are the same evidence-based practices that have consistently
supported safe communities since the passage of the Community Corrections Actin 1979.
As a onetime board member and always supporter of the Ohio Justice Alliance for
Community Corrections, | have seen the complied statewide data that is supported by
studies conducted by the University of Cincinnati that demonstrates that community
corrections programs — such as Community Sanctions, Community Based Correction
Facilities, and halfway house programs — can serve as step-down release mechanisms and
provide effective reentry services that support individuals convicted of criminal offenses
become law abiding citizens.

When we allow more felonies to be eligible for judicial release, we allow for a defendant’s
hope for a successful and supported reentry in the future.

The Delaware County Public Defender's Office has seen how judicial discretion can support
holistic defense and how hope that changed behavior today can lead to a better resultin the
future. Providing judges the discretion to consider eligible F1, F2, F3 for judicial release
benefits the community by facilitating plea bargains and freeing judicial and prosecutorial
resources for contested trials.

Thank you.
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