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Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the Ohio
House Judiciary Committee:

My name is Kent Scarrett, and | serve as Executive Director of the Ohio Municipal League.
Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on House Bill 314 on behalf of the
Ohio Municipal League and the more than 730 cities and villages we represent across the state.

At the outset, we would like to thank Representative Ray and Leader Isaacsohn for bringing
forward this thoughtful, bipartisan proposal and for working to address an issue that municipal
officials have increasingly raised in recent years.

Municipal leaders strongly value transparency, aim to be good stewards of taxpayer money, and
recognize that public access to records is fundamental to maintaining trust and accountability.
Our members fulfill thousands of public records requests each year as part of their commitment
to open and responsive governance.

However, municipalities — like other governments — have also experienced circumstances in
which a very small number of individuals submit repeated, voluminous, or strategically
burdensome requests that appear designed not to inform the public, but to overwhelm staff
capacity and disrupt daily operations. When this occurs, the strain is felt most acutely in smaller
communities with limited administrative staff, but larger cities can also be significantly impacted.

House Bill 314 creates a measured and judicially supervised remedy for these rare but
disruptive situations. The bill does not permit a public office to unilaterally deny a request.
Instead, it requires a public office to seek relief from a court of common pleas and demonstrate
that the volume or repeated nature of the requests is intended to harass or disrupt essential
governmental functions — an important safeguard.

Additionally, the bill’'s authorization for public offices to utilize private contractors to assist with
voluminous requests provides municipalities with practical flexibility. Particularly in small or mid-
sized communities, staff resources are often limited. Allowing outside assistance — while also
permitting cost recovery — helps ensure that legitimate requests can be fulfilled in a timely
manner without diverting personnel away from public safety, infrastructure, finance, and other
core services.

For municipalities, House Bill 314 represents a useful tool that is carefully structured, subject to
judicial review, and designed to balance transparency with operational efficiency.

The Ohio Municipal League urges for your support of House Bill 314. Thank you for the
opportunity to comment on this legislation.



