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Testimony on the Issue of Harassing Public Records Requests

Presented to the Chairman, Ranking Member, and Members of the
Committee

Chairman, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for your time and willingness to address an issue that impacts
not only Medina Township and Medina County, but the entire State of
Ohio.

I want to make it very clear: this discussion is not about limiting or
restricting legitimate public records requests. Transparency and
accountability are essential to good government. However, what we are
facing are harassing and excessive records requests that are being used
not as a tool of transparency, but as a weapon to disrupt and harm local
governments.

These harassing requests have imposed severe financial and operational
burdens on our township. On a conservative estimate, we spend at least
40 hours per week responding to these requests. When legal review is
required, these costs rise substantially — especially when cases are
referred to outside counsel. Based on discussions with other officials
across Ohio through the Ohio Township Association, as well as
prosecutors and city representatives, it would not surprise me if this
problem accounted for millions of wasted taxpayer dollars statewide
each year.



Beyond the financial cost, this constant barrage of requests has taken a
toll on our employees. Morale has suffered greatly. In one particularly
disheartening example, our newly elected Fiscal Officer resigned after
only nine months, stating that she “did not sign up for this kind of
behavior.” The human toll of this harassment is real and damaging.

To illustrate the extent of the problem, on the table before you are two
four-inch black binders representing requests from a single individual,
Nick Dominguez, in just one year. Mr. Dominguez is now on his seventh
binder since beginning this campaign of harassment on February 2,
2023.

Next to those 1s a two-inch white binder containing all public records
requests from 2019 through 2022 — a total of four years. Under normal
circumstances, that single binder could easily hold five- or six-years’
worth of requests. The contrast is stark.

Mr. Dominguez is not alone. Other individuals — including former
Fiscal Officer Angela Ventura and Mike Costello — have each
generated two to three binders’ worth of requests. Ms. Ventura,
notably, lost her election over two years ago and was found guilty of
Gross Negligence by the State Auditor’s Office, requiring
repayment of township funds. It appears that some of these individuals
are now acting out of resentment, not genuine civic concern.

What makes matters worse, many of these offenders do not even reside
in the township they are targeting. Their actions extend beyond Medina
Township — similar patterns of harassment are being reported across
our county and the state.

This is not a matter of transparency; it is a matter of abuse of process.
We urgently need the legislature’s help to find a balanced and fair
solution — one that continues to protect the public’s right to open
records while providing local governments with tools to prevent
intentional harassment and abuse.



Thank you for your attention to this critical issue and for your ongoing
service to the people of Ohio.

Sincerely,

Bruce W. Christopher
Medina Township Trustee



