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Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Swearingen, Ranking Member Synenberg, and members of the 
House Judiciary Committee: 
 
My name is Robert Butler, and I am the President of the Ohio Association of Chiefs of 
Police (OACP). Thank you for allowing me to submit this testimony regarding House Bill 
314. Our organization represents law enforcement executives from every corner of Ohio, 
from our largest metropolitan centers to our smallest villages. We appreciate the 
sponsors, Representatives Ray and Isaacsohn, for their bipartisan leadership in addressing 
the modern challenges of public records management. 
 
The OACP supports several key provisions already present in this bill. Specifically, the 
ability for a public office to seek a court order to limit or deny requests intended to harass 
or disrupt essential functions is a game-changer. We particularly value the "tolling" 
provision, which ensures that our departments are not forced to continue pouring 
resources into a disruptive request while a court is actively reviewing its legitimacy. 
 
Furthermore, the provision allowing agencies to utilize private contractors for voluminous 
requests, and shift those costs to the requester, is a fiscally responsible tool that protects 
local taxpayers from subsidizing "fishing expeditions." 
 
While HB 314 provides a strong framework, we must address the shift from paper to 
electronic requests (e-requests). There is a misconception that "digital" means "instant." 
For many Ohio agencies that cannot afford high-end automated redaction software, the 
process is incredibly labor-intensive: departments must print the records, manually redact 
sensitive information (victim IDs, tactical information), scan them back into the system, 
and then email them. 
 
In this era of manpower shortages, the administrative burden is unsustainable. To mirror 
the success we have seen with body-worn camera fees, we propose a nominal fee for e-
requests. We suggest a standard fee of $0.05 per page, with a total cap of $10.00 per 
request. This fee acts as a necessary deterrent against those seeking to "bog down" 
operations for social media revenue or sport, while remaining low enough to ensure 
legitimate public access is never denied. 
 



The OACP is happy to partner on this bill and provide specific legislative wording for this e-
request amendment. We believe that with these adjustments, HB 314 will protect the 
integrity of our public offices while maintaining the transparency that Ohioans deserve. 
 


